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Revealed in Madinah
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In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most
Merciful.
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8:1 They ask you about Al-Anfal (the spoils of war).
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Say: "Al-Anfal are for Allah and the Messenger."
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So have Taqwa of Allah and settle all matters of

difference among you, and obey Allah and His
Messenger, if you are believers.




Allah said,
oo Dyl g A ety J8 Qe e b gty

They ask you about Al-Anfal (the spoils of war). Say:
"Al-Anfal are for Allah and the Messenger."

Meaning of Anfal

Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn Abbas said,
"Al-Anfal are the spoils of war."

Al-Bukhari also recorded that Sa"id bin Jubayr said,
"I said to Ibn Abbas, *Surah Al-Anfal!

He said, "It was revealed concerning (the battle of)
Badr.""

Ali bin Abi Talhah reported, as Al-Bukhari recorded from Ibn
Abbas without a chain of narration, that Ibn Abbas said,

"Al-Anfal are the spoils of war; they were for the
Messenger of Allah, and none had a share in them."

Similar was said by Mujahid, Ikrimah, Ata, Ad-Dahhak,
Qatadah, Ata Al-Khurasani, Mugqatil bin Hayyan, Abdur-
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam and several others.

It was also said that the Nafl (singular for Anfal) refers
to the portion of the spoils of war that the commander
gives to some of the fighters after dividing the bulk of
the spoils.

It was also said that Anfal refers to the Khumus; one-
fifth of the captured goods after four-fifths are divided
(between the fighters).

It was also said that the Anfal refers to the Fay', the
possessions taken from the disbelievers without fighting,
and the animals, servants or whatever other possessions
escape from the disbelievers to Muslims.

Ibn Jarir recorded that Ali bin Salih bin Hay said:
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"It has reached me that; Ji¥) o &gl (They ask you
about Al-Anfal) is about the divisions. This refers to
what the Imam gives to some squads in addition to
what is divided among the rest of the soldiers."

The Reason behind revealing Ayah 8:1

Imam Ahmad recorded that Sa'd bin Malik said,

"I said, *O Allah's Messenger, Allah has brought comfort
to me today over the idolators, so grant me this sword.'

He said,
Axa ‘L;G'jlﬂlﬂ’g_mf ) 13 0
This sword is neither yours nor mine; put it down.

So I put it down, but said to myself, *The Prophet might
give this sword to another man who did not fight as
fiercely as I did.'

I heard a man calling me from behind and I said, "Has
Allah revealed something in my case?'

The Prophet said,
LR P PPN E PO B S P v g (W

You asked me to give you the sword, but it is not for me
to decide about. However, it has been granted to me (by
Allah), and I give it to you.

So Allah sent down this Ayah,
oo Oyl g all Q) 38 &) e b Gl

They ask you about Al-Anfal. Say: "Al-Anfal are
for Allah and the Messenger."

Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i collected this
Hadith, At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih".



Another Reason behind revealing the Ayah|

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Umamah said,

"I asked Ubadah about Al-Anfal and he said, "It was
revealed about us, those who participated in (the battle
of) Badr, when we disputed about An-Nafl and our
dispute was not appealing. So Allah took Al-Anfal from
us and gave it to the Messenger of Allah. The Messenger
divided it equally among Muslims.""

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Umamah said that Ubadah bin
As-Samit said,

"We went with the Messenger of Allah to the battle of
Badr. When the two armies met, Allah defeated the
enemy and some of us pursued them inflicting utter
defeat and casualties. Another group of us came to the
battlefield collecting the spoils of war. Another group
surrounded the Messenger of Allah, so that the enemy
could not attack him suddenly. When it was night and
the various army groups went back to our camp, some of
those who collected the spoils said, *We collected it, so
none else will have a share in it.’

Those who went in pursuit of the enemy said, "No, you
have no more right to it than us. We kept the enemy
away from the war spoils and defeated them.'

Those who surrounded the Messenger of Allah to protect
him said, “You have no more right to it than us, we
surrounded the Messenger of Allah for fear that the
enemy might conduct a surprise attack against him, so
we were busy.'

The Ayah, 18 Jgu lig 41 JAR J8 JEHI ce gy
a8l @3 1 salal g A1 (They ask you about Al-Anfal
(the spoils of war). Say: "Al-Anfal are for Allah
and the Messenger." So fear Allah and settle all
matters of difference among you).

was revealed and the Messenger of Allah divided the
Anfal equally between Muslims."'
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And Allah's Messenger would give a fourth for Anfal
when there was a surprise attack in the land of the
enemy, and when there was a confrontation then a third
to the people who returned.

The Prophet used to dislike the Anfal and encouraged
strong fighters to give some of their share to weak
Muslim fighters.

At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah collected a similar narration
for this Hadith, and At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan"'.

Allah said,

oK i T AL A G
So have Taqwa of Allah and settle all matters of
difference among you,

The Ayah commands, have Taqwa of Allah in all
your affairs, settle matters of differences between
you, do not wrong each other, do not dispute,
and do not differ. Certainly, the guidance and
knowledge that Allah has granted you is better
than what you are disputing about (such as Al-
Anfal),

o ALy Al T gkl
and obey Allah and His Messenger,

in the division that the Messenger makes
according to Allah's order. The Prophet only
divided according to what Allah ordained, which is
perfectly just and fair.

Ibn Abbas commented on this Ayah,

"This is a command from Allah and His Messenger
to the believers, that they should have Taqwa of
Allah and settle all matters of differences between
them."

A similar statement was reported from Mujahid.
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As-Suddi also commented on Allah's statement, 4 ] g8
Al @i alaly (So have Taqwa of Allah and settle all
matters of difference among you),

meaning "Do not curse each other."
.. 0@ @ .
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if you are believers.
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8:2 The believers are only those who, HELIW-UEL R
mentioned, feel a fear in their hearts and when His

Ayat are recited unto them, they increase their
faith; and they put their trust in their Lord;
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8:3 Who perform the Salah and spend out of what
We have provided them.
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8:4 It is they who are the believers in truth. For
them are grades of dignity with their Lord, and
forgiveness and a generous provision (Paradise).

Allah says;
A0 e Tl 13 588 Ty A0 TSA Y Ll () el 1
(V) 05 5% g o5 e gdal')
The believers are only those who, when Allah is
mentioned, feel a fear in their hearts and when His Ayat



are recited unto them, they increase their faith; and they
put their trust in their Lord;

Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas said about the
Ayah, agsle Cilag all) 5831y cpdl) ¢ glasdl W) (The believers
are only those who, when Allah is mentioned, feel a fear
in their hearts),

"None of Allah's remembrance enters the hearts
of the hypocrites upon performing what He has
ordained. They neither believe in any of Allah's
Ayat nor trust (in Allah) nor pray if they are
alone nor pay the Zakah due on their wealth.
Allah stated that they are not believers. He then
described the believers by saying, el ¢ sia’sall L)
g sld Cila’s 41 <313 (The believers are only those
who, when Allah is mentioned, feel a fear in their
hearts) and they perform what He has ordained,
Ullay) ag5d) ) 4500 agele ©oli )35 (and when His Ayat are
recited unto them, they increase their faith) and
conviction, UJXSJH a4, ~=5(and they put their
trust in their Lord), having hope in none except
Him."

Mujahid commented on, eé—uﬁ sy (their hearts
Wajilat),

"Their hearts become afraid and fearful."
Similar was said by As-Suddi and several others.

The quality of a true believer is that when Allah is
mentioned, he feels a fear in his heart, and thus
implements His orders and abstains from His
prohibitions.

Allah said in a similar Ayah,
AR PR RPN PN - [ WA I P I R
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And those who, when they have

committed Fahishah (immoral sin) or
7



wronged themselves with evil, remember
Allah and ask forgiveness for their sins; --
and none can forgive sins but Allah -- and
do not persist in what (wrong) they have
done, while they know. (3:135)

and,
) Ge Ll ey A1) alie Lala e Gl
) o 35 e
But as for him who feared standing before
his Lord, and restrained himself from vain

desires. Verily, Paradise will be his abode.
(79:40-41)

Sufyan Ath-Thawri narrated that As-Suddi commented,
agsld Cildasy Al <3 Y 0l siasdl W) (The believers are
only those who, when Allah is mentioned, feel a fear in
their hearts),

"A man might be thinking of committing injustice
or a sin. But he abstains when he is told, *Have
Taqwa of Allah', and his heart becomes fearful."

Faith increases when the Qur'an is recited

Allah's statement,
o Ul 5805 A Bl ol 1N
And when His Ayat are recited unto them, they increase
their faith;
is similar to His statement,
(iad 3 4895 & Uk o 20 85l Ll 13
s Wby L) 3R T sl GG
And whenever there comes down a Surah, some

of them (hypocrites) say: "Which of you has had
his faith increased by it!" As for those who



believe, it has increased their faith, and they
rejoice. (9:124)

Al-Bukhari and other scholars relied on this Ayah (8:2)
and those similar, as evidence that faith increases and
varies in strength from heart to heart.

This is also the view of the majority of the scholars of
Islam, prompting some scholars, such as Ash-Shafi’i,
Ahmad bin Hanbal and Abu Ubayd to declare that this is
the consensus of the Ummah, as we mentioned in the
beginning of the explanation of Sahih Al-Bukhari. All the
thanks and praises are due to Allah.

The Reality of Tawakkul

Allah said,
And they put their trust in their Lord.

Therefore, the believers hope in none except
Allah, direct their dedication to Him alone, seek
refuge with Him alone, invoke Him alone for their
various needs and supplicate to Him alone. They
know that whatever He wills, occurs and that
whatever He does not will never occurs, that He
alone is the One Who has the decision in His
kingdom, without partners; none can avert the
decision of Allah and He is swift in reckoning.

Hence the statement of Sa"id bin Jubayr,

"Tawakkul of Allah is the essence of faith.

Deeds of Faithful Believers

Allah said next,
(V) 8 pALE Y ) Lans 850l () gy ()

Who perform the Salah and spend out of what We have
provided them.



Allah describes the actions of the believers after
He mentioned their faith. The acts mentioned
here include all types of righteous acts, such as
establishing prayer, which is Allah's right.

Qatadah said,

"Establishing the prayer requires preserving its
times, making ablution for it, bowing down and
prostrating."

Mugatil bin Hayyan said,

"Establishing the prayer means to preserve its
times, perform perfect purity for it, perform
perfect bowings and prostrations, recite the
Qur'an during it, sitting for Tashahhud and
reciting the Salah (invoking Allah's blessings) for
the benefit of the Prophet."

Spending from what Allah has granted includes giving
the Zakah and the rest of the what is due from the
servant, either what is obligatory or recommended. All of
the servants are Allah's dependents, and the most
beloved among them to Him are the most beneficial to
His creation.

Allah's statement,
o in e 2 ST
It is they who are the believers in truth.

means, those who have these qualities are the
believers with true faith.

Allah said,
pgs e TR L
For them are grades of dignity with their Lord,
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meaning, they have different grades, ranks and
status in Paradise,

O slarg Loy Ty AN 5 4l i T 05

They are in varying grades with Allah, and
Allah is All-Seer of what they do. (3:163)

Next, Allah said,

and forgiveness,

therefore, Allah will forgive them their sins and
reward them for their good deeds.

(£) S 3005 ...
a generous provision (Paradise).

In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that the Messenger of
Allah said,

DR R (g 5 S e JE (e )l (pide Ul )
L) 3 e (580 3

The residents of Illiyyin (in Paradise) are seen
from those below them, just as you see the
distant planet in the horizon of the sky.

They said, "O Allah's Messenger! They are the
grades of the Prophets that none except them
would attain."

The Prophet said,
Ol 5 1 Ay il 1550 (0. (g 5307

Rather, by He in Whose Hand is my soul! They
are for men who have faith in Allah and believed
in the Messengers.

In a Hadith recorded by Imam Ahmad and the collectors
of Sunan, Abu Atiyyah said that Ibn Abu Sa’id said that
the Messenger of Allah said,

11
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Residents of Paradise see the residents of the
highest grades just as you see the distant planet
in the horizon of the sky. Verily, Abu Bakr and

Umar are among them (in the highest grades),
and how excellent they are.
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8:5 As your Lord caused you to go out from your
home with the truth; and verily, a party among the
believers disliked it.

| ujs\.mu.,is i Uy (3 uﬁd:,i
o o 2 - o - \
O, 5 gl
8:6 Disputing with you concerning the truth after it

was made manifest, as if they were being driven to
death, while they were looking (at it).

@
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8:7 And (remember) when Allah promised you

(Muslims) one of the two parties, that it should be

yours; you wished that the one not armed should be

yours, but Allah willed to justify the truth by His
Words and to cut off the roots of the disbelievers.

O & 8 Ul (I, (32 (3
8:8 That He might cause the truth to triumph and

bring falsehood to nothing, even though the
criminals hate it.




Followin er is Better for the Believers

Allah said,
(2) Orsh S el (e (a8 Ty (3l Gl (e G, Gl 1T UK

As your Lord caused you to go out from your home with
the truth; and verily, a party among the believers
disliked it.

After Allah described the believers as fearing their Lord,
resolving matters of dispute between themselves and
obeying Allah and His Messenger, He then said here,

"since you disputed about dividing war spoils and
differed with each other about them, Allah took
them away from you. He and His Messenger then
divided them in truth and justice, thus ensuring
continued benefit for all of you. Similarly, you
disliked meeting the armed enemy in battle, who
marched in support of their religion and to protect
their caravan. You disliked fighting, so Allah
decided that battle should occur and made you
meet your enemy, without planning to do so on
your part.’

This incident carried guidance, light, victory and
triumph.

Allah said;

Sy WS 1A KE of ey BK15K T D A Lo
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Jihad is ordained for you though you dislike it,

and it may be that you dislike a thing which is

good for you, and that you like a thing which is

bad for you. Allah knows but you do not know.
(2:216)

As-Suddi commented, Ot &l Cuiasadl e Gy b o)
(And verily, a party among the believers disliked)
“to meet (the armed) idolators."
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Disputing with you concerning the truth after it was
made manifest, as if they were being driven to death,
while they were looking (at it).

Omd Ly (33 3 & glaa) (Disputing with you concerning
the truth after it was made manifest), Some have
commented,

"(Allah says:) they ask and argue with you about
Al-Anfal just as they argued with you when you
went out for the battle of Badr, saying, You
marched with us to confiscate the caravan. You
did not inform us that there will be fighting and
that we should prepare for it.""

O ARV BSPCP PN AV vt U XN AP
(¥) DA s e Ll 5 (3 o) A 5 201585

() a5 S Ty LD Uy (30 (3

And (remember) when Allah promised you (Muslims) one
of the two parties, that it should be yours; you wished
that the one not armed should be yours, but Allah willed
to justify the truth by His Words and to cut off the roots
of the disbelievers. That He might cause the truth to
triumph and bring falsehood to nothing, even though the
criminals hate it.

AdlalSy (il s of A 4,09 (but Allah willed to justify the
truth by His Words),

Allah says,

"He willed for you to meet the armed enemy
(rather than the caravan) so that He makes you
prevail above them and gain victory over them,
making His religion apparent and Islam victorious
and dominant above all religions. He has perfect
knowledge of the consequences of all things; you
are surrounded by His wise planning, although
people only like what appears favorable to them,'

14
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Jihad (fighting in Allah's cause) is
ordained for you (Muslims) though you
dislike it, and it may be that you dislike a
thing which is good for you and that you
like a thing which is bad for you. (2:216)

Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Abdullah bin Abbas
said,

"When the Messenger of Allah heard that Abu
Sufyan had left the Sham area (headed towards
Makkah with Quraysh's caravan), he encouraged
the Muslims to march forth to intercept them,
saying,

o B R G 1A G G A e o
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This is the caravan of Quraysh carrying their
property, so march forth to intercept it; Allah
might make it as war spoils for you.

The people started mobilizing Muslims, although
some of them did not mobilize, thinking that the
Prophet would not have to fight.

Abu Sufyan was cautiously gathering information
on the latest news spying on travelers he met,
out of fear for the caravan, especially upon
entering the area of Hijaz (Western Arabia).
Some travelers told him that Muhammad had
mobilized his companions for his caravan. He was
anxious and hired Damdam bin Amr Al-Ghifari to
go to Makkah and mobilize the Quraysh to protect
their caravan, informing them that Muhammad
had mobilized his Companions to intercept the
caravan.

15



Damdam bin Amr went in a hurry to Makkah.
Meanwhile, the Messenger of Allah marched with
his companions until he reached a valley called
Dhafiran. When he left the valley, he camped and
was informed that the Quraysh had marched to
protect their caravan.

The Messenger of Allah consulted the people for
advice and conveyed the news about Quraysh to
them. Abu Bakr stood up and said something
good, and so did Umar.

Al-Migdad bin Amr stood up and said,

"0 Allah's Messenger! March to what Allah
has commanded you, for we are with you.
By Allah! We will not say to you what the
Children of Israel said to Musa,

Gl Ugh ) Sl o j e LAlE ("So go you
and your Lord and fight you two, we are
sitting right here'). (5:24)

Rather, go you and Your Lord and fight,
we will be fighting along with you both. By
He Who has sent you with Truth! If you
decide to take us to Birk-ul-Ghimad, we
will fight along with you until you reach it.’

The Messenger of Allah said good words to Al-
Migdad and invoked Allah for his benefit. The
Messenger of Allah again said,

ol Ll e )5yl
Give me your opinion, O people!

wanting to hear from the Ansar. This is because
the majority of the people with him then were the
Ansar.

When the Ansar gave the Prophet their pledge of
obedience at Al-Agabah, they proclaimed, O
Allah's Messenger! We are not bound by this
pledge unless, and until, you arrive in our land.

16



When you have arrived in our area, you are under
our protection, and we shall protect you in the
same manner we protect our children and wives.'

The Messenger of Allah feared that the Ansar
might think that they are not obliged to support
him except from his enemies who attack Al-
Madinah, not to march with him to an enemy in
other areas. When the Prophet said this, Sa"d bin
Mu " adh asked him, “O Allah's Messenger! Is it us
whom you meant?'

The Prophet answered in the positive.

Sa'd said, 'We have faith and believed in you,
testified that what you brought is the truth, and
gave you our pledges and promises of allegiance
and obedience. Therefore, march, O Allah's
Messenger, for what Allah has commanded you.
Verily, by He Who has sent you in Truth, if you
decided to cross this sea (the Red Sea), we will
follow you in it, and none among us would stay
behind. We do not dislike that we meet our
enemy tomorrow. Verily, we are patient in war,
fierce in battle. May Allah make you witness what
makes your eyes pleased with us. Therefore,
march with us with the blessing of Allah.'

The Messenger of Allah was pleased with what
Sa'd said and was encouraged by it. He
proclaimed,

S s S BB OE B A e 1S
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March with the blessing of Allah and receive the
good news. For Allah has indeed promised me
one of the two camps (confiscating the caravan or
defeating the Quraysh army. By Allah! It is as if I
am now looking at the demise of the people (the
Quraysh)."

Al-Awfi reported similar from Ibn Abbas.

17



As-Suddi, Qatadah, Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam;
and several others among the Salaf and later
generations mentioned similarly, We have just
summarized the story as Muhammad bin Ishaq briefed it.

s f\S;M\
8:9 (Remember) when you sought help of your Lord

and He answered you (saying): "I will help you with
a thousand of the angels Murdifin."

;g; &g&.j':./:jdfo}y\&‘ﬂ// LA}

8:10 Allah made it only as glad tidings, and that
your hearts be at rest therewith.

ASa Ty e Al T Al die e ) Al W
And there is no victory except from Allah. Verily,
Allah is Almighty, All-Wise.

Muslims invoke Allah for Help, Allah sends the Angels to help
The

Allah said;

(8550 A o il 85 IR 10, 1 5 Y
()

(Remember) when you sought help of your Lord and He
answered you (saying): "I will help you with a thousand
of the angels Murdifin."

Al-Bukhari wrote in the book of battles (|n his Sahlh)
under "Chapter; Allah's statement, aiuld A8, ¢ a3
}33 ((Remember) when you sought help of your Lord and
He answered you) until, <&l LG Al (then verily,
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Allah is severe in punishment)" (8:9-13) that Ibn
Mas ' ud said,

"I was a witness to something that Al-Migdad bin
Al-Aswad did, that I would like more than almost
anything else to have been the one who did it. Al-
Migdad came to the Prophet while he was
invoking Allah against the idolators and
proclaimed, *We will not say as the people of
Musa said, "So go you and your Lord and fight
you two."

Rather, we will fight to your right, to your left,
before you and behind you.' I saw the Prophet's
face beaming with pleasure because of what Al-
Miqgdad said to him."

Al-Bukhari next narrated from Ibn Abbas that on
the day of Badr, the Prophet said,

KOS FGI R VA E G SPPRE CPSREI Ko VR

O Allah! T invoke You for Your covenant and
promise (victory). O Allah! If You decide so
(cause our defeat), You will not be worshipped.

Abu Bakr held the Prophet's hand and said,
"Enough."

The Prophet went out proclaiming,

A 5t e e
Their multitude will be put to flight, and they will
show their backs.

An-Nasa'i also collected this Hadith.

Allah's statement, 83 483 ¢ il (with a thousand
of the angels Murdifin),

means, they follow each other in succession,
according to Harun bin Hubayrah who narrated
this from Ibn Abbas,
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about, O ya (Murdifin), meaning each behind
the other in succession.

Ali bin Abi Talhah Al-Walibi reported that Ibn Abbas said,

"Allah supported His Prophet and the believers
with a thousand angels, five hundred under the
leadership of Jibril on one side and five hundred
under the leadership of Mika'il on another side."

Imams Abu Jafar bin Jarir At-Tabari and Muslim recorded
that Ibn Abbas said that Umar said,

"While a Muslim man was pursuing an idolator
(during the battle of Badr), he heard the sound
of a whip above him and a rider saying, * Come, O
Hayzum!' Then he looked at the idolator, who fell
to the ground. When he investigated, he found
that the idolator's nose had wound and his face
torn apart, just as if he received a strike from a
whip on it, and the entire face had turned green.
The Ansari man came to the Messenger of Allah
and told him what had happened and the
Messenger replied,

A oLl axa (e Gl (CBYa

You have said the truth that was from the
reinforcements from the third heaven.

The Muslims killed seventy (pagans) in that battle
and captured another seventy.

Al-Bukhari also wrote a chapter in his Sahih about the
participation of the angels in Badr. He collected a
Hadith from Rifa"h bin Rafi Az-Zuraqi, who participated
in Badr,

Jibril came to the Prophet and asked him, "How
honored are those who participated in Badr
among you?"

The Prophet said,
.W/]o 13\ Ya‘btq
Among the best Muslims.
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Jibril said, "This is the case with the angels who
participated in Badr."

Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith.

At-Tabarani also collected it in Al-Mu’jam Al-
Kabir, but from Rafi® bin Khadij, which is an
apparent mistake. The correct narration is from
Rifa’ h, as Al-Bukhari recorded it.

In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that;

the Messenger of Allah said to Umar, when Umar
suggested that the Prophet have Hatib bin Abi
Balta" ah executed,

5% ol e Tl 8 0 Ul W L 155 3878 4
L1007 s sl &

He (Hatib) participated in Badr. How do you
know that Allah has not looked at the people of
Badr and proclaimed, ‘Do whatever you want,
for I have forgiven you.'

Allah said next,
s YY) Al Al G
Allah made it only as glad tidings. ..

Allah made sending down the angels and
informing you of this fact as glad tidings,

and that your hearts be at rest therewith.

Surely, Allah is able to give you (O Muslims)
victory over your enemies, and victory only
comes from Him, without need to send the
angels,

oAl e T W Al Gy
And there is no victory except from Allah.
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Allah said in another Ayah,
eMAimT u\ e Gl Lyl 155l Aa 138
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So, when you meet (in fight in Allah's cause)
those who disbelieve, smite (their) necks till when
you have killed and wounded many of them, then
bind a bond firmly (on them, take them as
captives). Thereafter (is the time) either for
generosity (free them without ransom), or
ransom (according to what benefits Islam), until
war lays down its burden. Thus, but if it had been
Allah's will, He Himself could certainly have

punished them (without you). But (He lets you
fight) in order to test some of you with others.

But those who are killed in the way of Allah, He
will never let their deeds be lost. He will guide
them and set right their state. And admit them to
Paradise which He has made known to them.
(47:4-6)
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And so are the days (good and not so good), that
We give to men by turns, that Allah may test
those who believe, and that He may take martyrs

from among you. And Allah likes not the
wrongdoers.

And that Allah may test (or purify) the believers
(from sins) and destroy the disbelievers. (3:140-
141)
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These are points of wisdom for which Allah has legislated
performing Jihad, by the hands of the believers against
the disbelievers. Allah used to destroy the previous
nations that denied the Prophets, using various disasters
that encompassed these rebellious nations. For instance,
Allah destroyed the people of Nuh with the flood, ~Ad
with the wind, Thamud with the scream, the people of
Lut with an earthquake and the people of Shu ayb by
the Day of the Shadow. After Allah sent Musa and
destroyed his enemy Fir'awn and his soldiers by
drowning, He sent down the Tawrah to him in which He
legislated fighting against the disbelievers, and this
legislation remained in the successive Laws.

Allah said,
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And indeed We gave Musa -- after We had
destroyed the generations of old -- the Scripture
as an enlightenment. (28:43)

It is more humiliating for the disbeliever and more
comforting to the hearts of the faithful that the believers
kill the disbelievers by their own hands. Allah said to the
believers of this Ummalh,
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Fight against them so that Allah will punish them
by your hands, and disgrace them, and give you

victory over them, and heal the breasts of a
believing people. (9:14)

This is why Kkilling the disbelievers of Quraysh by the
hand of their enemies, whom they used to despise, was
more humiliating to the disbelievers and comforting to
the hearts of the party of faith.

Abu Jahl, for instance, was killed in battle and this was
more humiliating for him than dying in his bed, or from
lightening, wind, or similar afflictions. Also, Abu Lahab
died from a terrible disease (that caused him to stink)
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and none of his relatives could bear approaching him.
They had to wash him with water by sprinkling it from a
distance, then threw stones over his corpse, until it was
buried under them!

Allah said next,
TSRV R
Verily, Allah is All-Mighty,

the might is His, His Messengers and the
believers, both in this life and the Hereafter. Allah
said in another Ayah,
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We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers
and those who believe, in this world's life and on
the Day when the witnesses will stand forth (Day
of Resurrection). (40:51)

Allah said next,
(Vo) a5
All-Wise.

in that He legislated fighting the disbeliever, even
though He is able to destroy them and bring their
demise by His will and power, all praise and honor
is due to Him.
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8:11 (Remember) when He covered you with a

slumber as a security from Him, and He caused
water (rain) to descend on you from the sky, to
clean you thereby and to remove from you the Rijz
(whispering or dirt) of Shaytan, and to strengthen
your hearts, and make your feet firm thereby.
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8:12 (Remember) when your Lord revealed to the
angels, "Verily, I am with you, so keep firm those
who have believed. I will cast terror into the hearts
of those who have disbelieved, so strike them over
the necks, and smite over all their fingers and
toes."
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8:13 This is because they defied and disobeyed
Allah and His Messenger. And whoever defies and
disobeys Allah and His Messenger, then verily, Allah
is severe in punishment.
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8:14 This is (the torment), so taste it; and surely,
for the disbelievers is the torment of the Fire.

Slumber overcomes Muslims

Allah said,
LA 3G LGN KR Y

(Remember) when He covered you with a slumber as a
security from Him,

Allah reminds the believers of the slumber that
He sent down on them as security from the fear
they suffered from, because of the multitude of
their enemy and the sparseness of their forces.
They were given the same favor during the battle
of Uhud, which Allah described,
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Then after the distress, He sent down security for
you. Slumber overtook a party of you, while
another party was thinking about themselves.
(3:154)

Abu Talhah said,

"I was among those who were overcome by
slumber during (the battle of) Uhud. The sword
fell from my hand several times, and I kept
picking it up again, several times. I also saw the
Companions' heads nodding while in the rear
guard."

Al-Hafiz Abu Ya'la narrated that Ali said,

"Only Al-Miqdad had a horse during Badr, and at
some point, I found that all of us fell asleep,
except the Messenger of Allah. He was praying
under a tree and crying until dawn."

Abdullah bin Mas " ud said,

"Slumber during battle is security from Allah, but
during prayer, it is from Shaytan."

Qatadah said,

"Slumber affects the head, while sleep affects the
heart."

Slumber overcame the believers on the day of Uhud,
and this incident is very well-known. As for this Ayah
(8:11), it is describing the battle of Badr, indicating that
slumber also overcame the believers during Badr.
Therefore, it appears that this will occur for the
believers, whenever they are in distress, so that their
hearts feel safe and sure of Allah's aid, rewards, favor

and mercy from Allah with them.

Allah said in other Ayat,

T sud) a8
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Verily, along with every hardship is relief. Verily,
along with every hardship is relief. (94:5-6)

In the Sahih, it is recorded that;

on the day of Badr, while he was in the bunker
with Abu Bakr, the Messenger and Abu Bakr were
invoking Allah. Suddenly, slumber overcame the
Messenger and he woke up smiling and declared,
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"Good news, O Abu Bakr! This is Jibril with dust
on his shoulders."

He left the shade while reciting Allah's statement,
DR 05T Y i

Their multitude will be put to flight, and they will
show their backs. (54:45)

Rain falls on the Eve of Bad

Allah said next,
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and He caused rain to descend on you from the sky.)
Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas said,

"When the Prophet arrived at Badr, he made
camp. At the time, there was a sandy piece of
land between the idolators and the water (the
wells at Badr). Muslims felt weak and the
Shaytan cast frustration into their hearts. He
whispered to them, “You claim that you are
Allah's supporters and that His Messenger is
among you! However, the idolators have taken
over the water resource from you, while you pray
needing purity.'
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Allah sent down heavy rain, allowing the Muslims
to drink and use it for purity. Allah also removed
Shaytan's whisper and made the sand firm when
rain fell on it, and the Muslims walked on the
sand along with their animals, until they reached
the enemy.

Allah supported His Prophet and the believers
with a thousand angels on one side, five hundred
under the command of Jibril and another five
hundred under the command of Mikhail on
another side."

An even a better narration is that collected by Imam
Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar, author of Al-Maghazi,
may Allah have mercy upon him. Ibn Ishaq narrated
that, Yazid bin Ruwman narrated to him that, Urwah bin
Az-Zubayr said,

"Allah sent rain down from the sky on a sandy
valley. That rain made the area where the
Messenger of Allah and his Companions camped
firmer so that it did not hinder their movement.
Meanwhile, the part that the Quraysh were
camping on became difficult to move in."

Mujahid said,

"Allah sent down the rain on the believers before
slumber overtook them, and the rain settled the
dust, made the ground firmer, made them feel at
ease and their feet firmer."

Allah said next,
to clean you thereby,

using it after answering the call of nature or
needing to wash oneself, and this involves
cleansing what is on the out side,
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and to remove from you the Rijz of Shaytan,
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such as his whispers and evil thoughts, this
involves sinner purification, whereas Allah's
statement about the re5|dents of Paradlse eé-dlf-
Lab e abud Vsl SoSuly HaS el QU (Their
garments will be of fine green silk, and gold
embroidery. They will be adorned with bracelets
of silver), involves outer appearance, e-d—u eMMJ
stk W& (and their Lord will give them a pure
drink), (76:21) that purifies the anger, envy and
hatred that they might have felt. This is the inner

purity.
Next, Allah said,
and to strengthen your hearts,

with patience and to encourage you to fight the
enemies, and this is inner courage,

(V1) A8 4y iy
and make your feet firm thereby.
this involves outer courage.
Allah know best.

Allah commands the Angels to fight and support the Believers

Allah said next,
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(Remember) when your Lord revealed to the angels,
"Verily, I am with you, so keep firm those who have
believed."

This is a hidden favor that Allah has made known
to the believers, so that they thank Him and are
grateful to Him for it. Allah, glorified, exalted,
blessed and praised be He, has revealed to the
angels -- whom He sent to support His Prophet,
religion and believing group -- to make the
believers firmer.
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Allah's statement,
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I will cast terror into the hearts of those who have
disbelieved.

means, 'you -- angels -- support the believers,
strengthen their (battle) front against their
enemies, thus, implementing My command to
you. I will cast fear, disgrace and humiliation over
those who defied My command and denied My
Messenger,
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so strike them over the necks, and smite over all their
fingers and toes.

strike them on their foreheads to tear them apart
and over the necks to cut them off, and cut off
their limbs, hands and feet.

According to Ad-Dahhak and Atiyyah Al-" Awfi,

ALYl 548 (over the necks), refers to striking the
forehead, or the neck,

In support of the latter, Allah commanded the
believers,
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So, when you meet (in fight Jihad in Allah's
cause) those who disbelieve, smite (their) necks
till when you have killed and wounded many of
them, then bind a bond firmly (on them, take
them as captives). (47:4)

Ar-Rabi bin Anas said,

"In the aftermath of Badr, the people used to
recognize whomever the angels killed from those
whom they killed, by the wounds over their
necks, fingers and toes, because those parts had
a mark as if they were branded by fire."
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Allah said,
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and smite over all their fingers and toes.
Ibn Jarir commented that this Ayah commands,

"O believers! Strike every limb and finger on the
hands and feet of your (disbelieving) enemies."

Al-Awfi reported, that Ibn Abbas said about the battle of
Badr that;

Abu Jahl said, "Do not kill them (the Muslims),
but capture them so that you make known to
them what they did, their ridiculing your religion
and shunning Al-Lat and Al-Uzza (two idols)."

Allah than sent down to the angels,
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Verily, I am with you, so keep firm those
who have believed. I will cast terror into
the hearts of those who have disbelieved,
so strike them over the necks, and smite
over all their fingers and toes.

In that battle, Abu Jahl (may Allah curse him) was killed
along with sixty-nine men. “Ugbah bin Abu Mua'it was
captured and then killed, thus bring the death toll of the
pagans to seventy,
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This is because they defied and disobeyed Allah and His

Messenger.

joining the camp that defied Allah and His
Messenger not including themselves in the camp
of Allah's Law and faith in Him.
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Allah said,
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And whoever defies and disobeys Allah and His
Messenger, then verily, Allah is severe in punishment.

for He will crush whoever defies and disobeys
Him. Nothing ever escapes Allah's grasp nor can
anything ever stand against His anger. Blessed
and exalted He is, there is no true deity or Lord
except Him.
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This is (the torment), so taste it; and surely, for the
disbelievers is the torment of the Fire.

This Ayah addresses the disbeliever, saying,
taste this torment and punishment in this life and
know that the torment of the Fire in the Hereafter
is for the disbelievers.
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8:15 O you who believe! When you meet those who
disbelieve, in a battlefield, never turn your backs to
them.
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8:16 And whoever turns his back to them on such a
day -- unless it be a stratagem of war, or to retreat
to a troop (of his own) -- he indeed has drawn upon
himself wrath from Allah. And his abode is Hell, and
worst indeed is that destination!




Fleeing from Battle is prohibited, and its Punishmen

Allah said, while warning against fleeing from the battlefield and
threatening those who do it with the Fire,
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O you who believe! When you meet those who
disbelieve, in a battlefield,

when you get near the enemy and march towards
them,

(Vo) _)Lm‘j\ ?“ﬁjﬁ"
never turn your backs to them.

do not run away from battle and leave your fellow
Muslims behind,
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And whoever turns his back to them on such a day --
unless it be a stratagem of war...

The Ayah says, whoever flees from the enemy by
way of planning to pretend that he is afraid of the
enemy, so that they follow him and he takes the
chance and returns to kill the enemy, then there
is no sin on him.

This is the explanation of Sa'id bin Jubayr and
As-Suddi.

Ad-Dahhak also commented,

"Whoever went ahead of his fellow Muslims to
investigate the strength of the enemy and make
use of it, 4# 1) 13ai’dl (or to retreat to a troop
(of his own)),

meaning he leaves from here to another troop of
Muslims to assist them or be assisted by them. So
that is allowed for him, or even during the battle
if he flees from his brigade to the commander. Or
going to the grand Imam, would also fall under
this permission."
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Umar bin Al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him,
said about Abu Ubayd when he was fighting on the
bridge in the land of the Persians, because of the many
Zoroastrian soldiers,

"If he retreated to me then I would be as a troop
for him."

This is how it was reported by Muhammad bin
Sirin from Umar.

In the report of Abu Uthman An-Nahdi from Umar, he
said:

When Abu Ubayd was fighting, Umar said, "O
people! We are your troop."

Mujahid said that Umar said,
"We are the troop of every Muslim."
Abdul-Malik bin Umayr reported from Umar,

"O people! Don't be confused over this Ayah, it
was only about the day of Badr, and we are a
troop for every Muslim."

Ibn Abi Hatim (recorded) that Nafi® questioned Ibn
Umar,

"We are people who are not stationary when
fighting our enemy, and we may not know where
our troop is, be it that of our Imam or our army."

So he replied, "The troop is Allah's Messenger."

I said but Allah said, S 15,8 ¢l 234113 (when
you meet those who disbelieve in the battlefield)
to the end of the Ayah. So he said;

"This Ayah was about Badr, not before it nor
after it."

Ad-Dahhak commented that Allah's statement,
LA TR

or to retreat to a troop,
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refers to "Those who retreat to the Messenger of
Allah and his Companions (when the Messenger
was alive), and those who retreat in the present
time to his commander or companions."

However, if one flees for any other reason than those
mentioned here, then it is prohibited and considered a
major sin.

Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said
that the Messenger of Allah said,
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"Shun the seven great destructive sins."

The people inquired, "O Allah's Messenger! What

are they?"
He said,
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They are:

Joining others in worship with Allah,
magic,

taking life which Allah has forbidden, except for a
just cause (according to Islamic law),

consuming Riba,
consuming an orphan's wealth,
fleeing the battlefield at the time of fighting,

and false accusation to chaste women, who never
even think of anything touching chastity and are
good believers.
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This is why Allah said here,
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he indeed has drawn upon himself...,
and returned with,
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wrath from Allah. And his abode...,

destination, and dwelling place on the Day of
Return,
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is Hell, and worst indeed is that destination!
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8:17 You killed them not, but Allah killed them. And
you threw not when you did throw, but Allah threw,

that He might test the believers by a fair trial from
Him.
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Verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower.
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8:18 This (is the fact) and surely Allah weakens the
deceitful plots of the disbelievers.

36



Allah's Signs displayed during
es of the Disbelievers|

Badr, And throwing

Allah states that He creates the actions that the servants
perform and that whatever good actions they take, it is He Who
should be praised for them, for He directed and helped them
perform these actions.

Allah said,
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You killed them not, but Allah killed them.

meaning, it is not because of your power and
strength that you killed the pagans, who were
many while you were few. Rather, it is He Who
gave you victory over them, just as He said in
another Ayah,
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And Allah has already made you victorious at
Badr, when you were a weak little force. (3:123)
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Truly, Allah has given you victory on many
battlefields, and on the day of Hunayn when you
rejoiced at your great number, but it availed you

naught and the earth, vast as it is, was straitened
for you, then you turned back in flight. (9:25)

Allah, the Exalted and Ever High, states that victory does
not depend on numbers or collecting weapons and
shields. Rather, victory is from Him, Exalted He is.
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How often has a small group overcome a mighty
host by Allah's leave!" And Allah is with the
patient. (2:249)
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Allah then mentioned the handful of sand that His
Prophet threw at the disbelievers during the day of
Badr, when he went out of his bunker. While in the
bunker, the Prophet invoked Allah humbly and
expressing his neediness before Allah. He then threw a
handful of sand at the disbelievers and said, humiliated
be their faces.

He then commanded his Companions to start fighting
with sincerity and they did. Allah made this handful of
sand enter the eyes of the idolators, each one of them
were struck by some of it and it distracted them making
each of them busy.

Allah said,
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And you threw not when you did throw, but Allah threw.

Therefore, it is Allah Who made the sand reach
their eyes and busied them with it, not you (O
Muhammad).

that He might test the believers by a fair trial from Him.

Muhammad bin Ishaq said that Muhammad bin Jafar bin
Az-Zubayr narrated to him that Urwah bin Az-Zubayr
said;

"So that the believers know Allah's favor for them
by giving them victory over their enemy, even
though their enemy was numerous, while they
were few. They should thus know His right and
express gratitude for His favor on them."

Similar was said by Ibn Jarir.

It is stated in a Hadith,

Every trial (from Allah) is a favor for us.
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Allah said next,
(V) mle iy
Verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower.

Allah hears the supplication and knows those who
deserve help and triumph.

Allah said,
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This (is the fact) and surely Allah weakens the deceitful
plots of the disbelievers.

This is more good news, aside from the victory
that the believers gained. Allah informed them
that He will weaken the plots of the disbelievers
in the future, degrade them and make everything
they have perish and be destroyed, all praise and
thanks are due to Allah.
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8:19 (O disbelievers) if you ask for a judgement,

now has the judgement come unto you; and if you
cease (to do wrong), it will be better for you, and if
you return (to the attack), so shall We return, and
your forces will be of no avail to you, however
numerous they be; and verily, Allah is with the
believers.

The Response to the Disbelievers Who ask for a Judgemen

Allah says to the disbeliever,
| A2
If you ask for a judgement,
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you invoked Allah for victory, judgement and a
decision between you and your believing nemesis,
and you got what you asked for.

Muhammad bin Ishaq and several others reported from
Az-Zuhri from Abdullah bin Thalabah bin Suayr who said
that;

Abu Jahl said on the day of Badr, "O Allah!
Whichever of the two camps (pagans and
Muslims) severed the relation of the womb and
brought us what is not familiar, then destroy him
this day."

This Ayah was later on revealed,
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If you ask for a judgement, then now has
the judgement come unto you, until the
end of the Ayah.

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abdullah bin Thalabah said,

"Abu Jahl asked for (Allah's judgment) when he
said upon facing the Muslims, O Allah! Those
among us who severed the relations of the womb
and brought forth what we do not recognize, then
destroy him this day.""

This was also recorded by An-Nasa'i in the Book
of Tafsir (of his Sunan) and Al-Hakim in his
Mustadrak, and he said, "It is Sahih according
to the criteria of the Two Sheikhs, and they did
not record it."

Similar statements were reported from Ibn
Abbas, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, Yazid bin
Ruwman and several others.

As-Suddi commented,

"Before the idolators left Makkah for Badr, they
clung to the curtains covering the Ka bah and
supplicated to Allah for victory, O Allah! Give
victory to the exalted among the two armies, the
most honored among the two groups, and the
most righteous among the two tribes.'
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Allah revealed the Ayah,
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If you ask for a judgement, then now has
the judgement come unto you.

Allah says here, 'I accepted your supplication and
Muhammad gained the victory."

Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said;

"This is Allah the Most High's answer to their
supplication;
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And (remember) when they said: "O Allah! If this
is indeed the truth from you..." (8:32)
Allah said next,
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and if you cease...

from your disbelief and rejection of Allah and His
Messenger,

it will be better for you,
in this life and the Hereafter.
Allah said,
BRSPS P
and if you return, so shall We return...
This is similar to another Ayah,
G A )
but if you return (to sins), We shall return (to Our
punishment). (17:8)

meaning, if you persist in your disbelief and
misguidance, We shall repeat the defeat that you
suffered,’
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and your forces will be of no avail to you, however
numerous they be...

for even if you gather whatever forces you can,
then know that those whom Allah is with cannot
be defeated,

(V3) Oriesall a4l T
and verily, Allah is with the believers.

in reference to the Prophet's group, the side of
the chosen Messenger.
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8:20 O you who believe! Obey Allah and His
Messenger, and turn not away from him while you
are hearing.

(s ¥ h s Ui 1518 S 155 Y

8:21 And be not like those who say: "We have
heard," but they hear not.
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8:22 Verily, the worst of living creatures with Allah
are the deaf and the dumb (the disbelievers), who
understand not.
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8:23 Had Allah known of any good in them, He
would indeed have made them listen; and even if He
had made them listen, they would but have turned

away with aversion.




The Command to obey Allah and His Messenge

Allah says;
o Ay A gl 15 ) L
O you who believe! Obey Allah and His Messenger,

Allah commands His believing servants to obey
Him and His Messenger and warns them against
defying him and imitating the disbelievers who
reject him.

Allah said,
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and turn not away from him...,

neither refrain from obeying him or following his
commands nor indulge in what he forbade,

while you are hearing.

after you gained knowledge of his Message,
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And be not like those who say: "We have heard," but
they hear not.

Ibn Ishaq said that;

this Ayah refers to the hypocrites, who pretend
to hear and obey, while in fact they do neither.

Allah declares that these are the most wicked creatures
among the Children of Adam,
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Verily, the worst of living creatures with Allah are the
deaf,

who do not hear the truth,
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and the dumb,

who cannot comprehend it,
(YY) Oslén ¥ 0l
who understand not.

These indeed are the most wicked creatures, for
every creature except them abide by the way that
Allah created in them. These people were created
to worship Allah, but instead disbelieved.

This is why Allah equated them to animals, when
He said,

And the example of those who disbelieve is
as that of him who shouts to those that
hear nothing but calls and cries. (2:171)

and,
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They are like cattle, nay even more
astray; those! They are the heedless ones.
(7:179)

It was also said that;

the Ayah (8:22) refers to some of the pagans of
Quraysh from the tribe of Bani "Abd Ad-Dar,
according to Ibn Abbas, Mujahid and Ibn Jarir.

Muhammad bin Ishaq said that;
this Ayah refers to hypocrites, as we stated.

There is no contradiction here, because both disbelievers
and hypocrites are devoid of sound comprehension, in
addition to having lost the intention to do good.
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Allah states here that such are those who neither have
sound understanding nor good intentions, even if they
have some type of reason,

Rl 40

Had Allah known of any good in them, He would indeed
have made them listen.

He would have helped them understand.
However, this did not happen because there is no
goodness in such people, for Allah knows that,

NEV PR
even if He had made them listen...
and allowed them to understand,
RAP T
they would but have turned...,

intentionally and out of stubbornness,
even after they comprehend,

(YY) Osiayaa b’ ..

with aversion, (to the truth).

R 1Y JT Al sl 15 ol
aliy e i Y ”muwgmj§gm4
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8:24 O you who believe! Answer Allah and (His)
Messenger when he (the Messenger) calls you to
that which will give you life, and know that Allah
comes between a person and his heart. And verily
to Him you shall (all) be gathered.
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The Command to answer and obey Allah and His Messenge

Allah commands;

O you who believe! Answer Allah and (His) Messenger
when he (the Messenger) calls you to that which will give
you life,

Al-Bukhari said,

"( 152354l Answer), obey, ( A& L that which will
give you life) that which will make your affairs
good."

Al-Bukhari went on to narrate that Abu Sa'id bin Al-
Mu" alla said,

"I was praying when the Prophet passed by and
called me, but I did not answer him until I
finished the prayer.

He said,
A1) g }]T *‘b_mi_‘ tj Sl e
What prevented you from answering me?

Has not Allah said: J sl Al T suadul 1 g5l cpdl) il &

aluay L K83 13 (O you who believe! Answer
Allah and (His) Messenger when he calls you to
that which will give you life).'

He then said:

gAY U8 G 5 s el Gl
I will teach you the greatest Surah in the Qur'an
before I leave.

When he was about to leave, I mentioned what
he said to me. He said,

All the praises and thanks are to Allah, the
Lord of all that exists... (1:1-6)
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Surely, it is the seven oft-repeated verses.'"

Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated that Muhammad bin Jafar
bin Az-Zubayr said that Urwah bin Az- Zubayr explalned
this Ayah, L 83 13 Joully A T shadul T ol 0l Ll G

e%eﬁ:' (O you who believe! Answer Allah and (H|s)
Messenger when he calls you to that which will give you
life),

"Answer when called to war (Jihad) with which
Allah gives you might after meekness, and
strength after weakness, and shields you from the
enemy who oppressed you."

Allah comes in between a Person and His Hear
Allah said,
A 5l g U A U el

and know that Allah comes in between a person and his
heart.

Ibn Abbas commented,

"Allah prevents the believer from disbelief and the
disbeliever from faith."

Al-Hakim recorded this in his Mustadrak and said,
"It is Sahih and they did not record it."

Similar was said by Mujahid, Sa'id, Ikrimah, Ad-
Dahhak, Abu Salih Atiyyah, Mugatil bin Hayyan
and As-Suddi.

In another report from Mujahid, he commented; (s Jdsaa
Al g ¢ yal) (...comes in between a person and his heart).

"Leaves him without comprehension,"

As-Suddi said,

"Prevents one self from his own heart, so he will
neither believe nor disbelieve except by His
leave."
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There are several Hadiths that conform with the
meaning of this Ayah. For instance, Imam Ahmad
recorded that Anas bin Malik said,

"The Prophet used to often say these words,
s e B G ) L

O You Who changes the hearts, make my heart
firm on Your religion.

We said, 'O Allah's Messenger! We believed in
you and in what you brought us. Are you afraid
for us?"

He said,

Ll Gl ) il (e iniial n Cslall ) el
Yes, for the hearts are between two of Allah's
Fingers, He changes them (as He wills)."

This is the same narration recorded by At-
Tirmidhi in the Book of Qadar in his Jami
(Sunan), and he said, "Hasan."

Imam Ahmad recorded that An-Nawwas bin Sam an Al-
Kilabi said that he heard the Prophet saying,

L G bl e il T A U B (e

a2y B o) 2 LE 1)y Al sy ) 2 GE 1Y) alRd)
Every heart is between two of the Fingers of the
Most Beneficent (Allah), Lord of all that exists, if

He wills, He makes it straight, and if He wills, He
makes it stray.

And he said:
s Gl B LS o i) L

O You Who changes the hearts! keep my heart
firm on Your religion!

And he would say;
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The Balance is in the Hand of Ar-Rahman, He
raises and lowers it.

This was also recorded by An-Nasa'i and Ibn
Majah.

(Ye) Cspind ) adly

And verily to Him you shall (all) be gathered.

Bl WK | gl ) Frad A8 1 8
A RN RS R PAS I
8:25 And fear the Fitnah (affliction and trial) which
affects not in particular (only) those of you who do

wrong, and know that Allah is severe in
punishment.

Warning a

Allah warns;

0 A 1 Al e T ) 9 22581585

And fear the Fitnah (affliction and trial) which affects
not in particular (only) those of you who do wrong, and
know that Allah is severe in punishment.

Allah warns His believing servants of a Fitnah, trial and
test, that encompasses the wicked and those around
them. Therefore, such Fitnah will not be restricted to
the sinners and evildoers. Rather, it will reach the others
if the sins are not stopped and prevented.

Imam Ahmad recorded that Mutarrif said,

"We asked Az-Zubayr, 'O Abu Abdullah! What
brought you here (for the battle of Al-Jamal)! You
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abandoned the Khalifah who was assassinated
(Uthman, may Allah be pleased with him) and
then came asking for revenge for his blood!"

He said, " We recited at the time of the Messenger
of Allah, and Abu Bakr, Umar and Uthman,

o Bali G T gills () (Y 38T

And fear the Fitnah (affliction and trial) which
affects not in particular (only) those of you who
do wrong,

We did not think that this Ayah was about us too,
until it reached us as it did."

Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas said that;

the Ayah, %ald alie |gallh 0l Gl § 438 15800
(And fear the Fitnah (affliction and trial) which
affects not in particular (only) those of you who
do wrong), refers to the Companions of the
Prophet in particular.

In another narration from Ibn Abbas, he said,

"Allah commanded the believers to stop evil from
flourishing among them, so that Allah does not
encompass them all in the torment (Fitnah)."

This, indeed, is a very good explanation, prompting
Mujahid to comment about Allah's statement, ¥ 4158
Lald a8 ) galls 03 (sl (And fear the Fitnah (affliction
and trial) which affects not in particular (only) those of
you who do wrong),

"Is for you too!"

Several said similarly, such as Ad-Dahhak and
Yazid bin Abi Habib and several others.

Ibn Mas™ ud said,

"There is none among you but there is something
that represents a Fitnah for him, for Allah said,
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Your wealth and your children are only a
trial (Fitnah)... (64:15)

Therefore, when you seek refuge, seek it with
Allah from the Fitnah that causes misguidance."

Ibn Jarir collected this Hadith.

The view that the warning in this Ayah addresses the
Companions and all others is true, even though the
speech in the Ayah was directed at the Companions.

There are Hadiths that warn against Fitnah in general,
thus providing the correctness of this explanation.
Similarly there will be a separate book in which this
subject will be discussed, Allah willing, as also is the case
with the Imams, there being a number of writings about
this.

Of the most precise things that have been mentioned
under this topic, is what was recorded by Imam Ahmad
from Hudhayfah bin Al-Yaman that the Messenger of
Allah said,

oS e sty ey T oy (s (s
AARETES

By He in Whose Hand is my soul! You will enjoin
righteousness and forbid evil, or Allah will send a
punishment upon you from Him; you will
supplicate then to Him, but He will not answer
your supplication.

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Ar-Rigad said,
"I heard Hudhayfah saying,

" A person used to utter one word during the time
of the Messenger of Allah and become a hypocrite
on account of it. I now hear such words from one
of you four times in the same sitting. Surely, you
will enjoin good, forbid evil and encourage each
other to do good or Allah will surround you all
with torment, or make the wicked among you
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become your leaders. The righteous among you
will then supplicate, but their supplication will not
be accepted."

Imam Ahmad recorded that An-Nu'man bin Bashir said
that the Prophet gave a speech in which he said, while
pointing to his ears with two of his fingers,

a8 il L [l Sl y Led 281 gl il 2o e 2008 (fia
W, Boel, GRS dlan GUab g 14K
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The parable of the person abiding by Allah's order
and restrictions in comparison to those who
violate them, or sit idle while they are being
violated, is that of those who drew lots for their
seats in a boat. Some of them got seats in the
lower part, which is the most rough and worst
part, and the others in the upper. When the
former needed water, they had to go up to bring
water and that troubled the others, so they said,
"Let us make a hole in our share of the ship and
get water, saving those who are above us from
troubling them, so, if the people in the upper part
let the others do what they suggested, all the
people of the ship would be destroyed, but if they
prevented them, both parties would be safe.

This was recorded by Al-Bukhari, but not Muslim,
in the Book of Partnerships and the Book of
Witnhesses.

It was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi through a
different route of narration.

Imam Ahmad recorded that Umm Salamah, the
Prophet's wife, said,

"I heard the Messenger of Allah saying,
slie (e ey ) A o L oalad) o pgda 1)
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If sins become apparent in my Ummabh, Allah will
surround them with punishment from Him.

I said, "O Allah's Messenger! Will they have
righteous people among them then?'

He said, g_:,l:.’YeS.

I asked, " What will happen to them?'

He said,

A Ge 38 (I Oshman @ LAl Clal G piinan
BESSY

They will be stricken as the people, but they will

end up with Allah's forgiveness and pleasure."

Imam Ahmad recorded that Jarir said that the Messenger
of Allah said,

u)LuuuM)Kjﬁ w@h*ﬂ&df%ﬁwu
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Every people among whom sins are being
committed, while they are mightier and more
numerous than those who do wrong, yet they did
nothing to stop them, then Allah will surround
them all with punishment.

Ibn Majah collected this Hadith.

/'ﬁ&iu%‘ﬁ‘éb“'w BAAT I P~
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8:26 And remember when you were few and were

reckoned weak in the land, and were afraid that
men might kidnap you, but He provided a safe place
for you, strengthened you with His help, and
provided you with good things (for livelihood) so
that you might be grateful.




Remlndlng Muslims of Their previous State of Weakness and

Allah reminds;

R (o (RS ) b (sielains U 20 3 1500,
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And remember when you were few and were reckoned
weak in the land, and were afraid that men might kidnap
you, but He provided a safe place for you, strengthened
you with His help, and provided you with good things
(for livelihood) so that you might be grateful.

Allah, the Exalted, reminds His believing servants of His
blessings and favors on them. They were few and He
made them many, weak and fearful and He provided
them with strength and victory. They were meek and
poor, and He granted them sustenance and livelihood.
He ordered them to be grateful to Him, and they obeyed
Him and implemented what He commanded.

When the believers were still in Makkah they were few,
practicing their religion in secret, oppressed, fearing that
pagans, fire worshippers or Romans might kidnap them
from the various parts of Allah's earth, for they were all
enemies of the Muslims, especially since Muslims were
few and weak. Later on, Allah permitted the believers to
migrate to Al-Madinah, where He allowed them to settle
in a safe resort.

Allah made the people of Al-Madinah their allies, giving
them refuge and support during Badr and other battles.
They helped the Migrants with their wealth and gave up
their lives in obedience of Allah and His Messenger.

Qatadah commented, w2 ) & osinalos Ju8 A 3 1580
(And remember when you were few and were reckoned
weak in the land),

"Arabs were the weakest of the weak, had the
toughest life, the emptiest stomachs, the barest
skin and the most obvious misguidance. Those
who lived among them lived in misery; those who
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died went to the Fire. They were being eaten up,
but unable to eat up others! By Allah! We do not
know of a people on the face of the earth at that
time who had a worse life than them. When Allah
brought Islam, He made it dominant on the earth,
thus bringing provisions and leadership for them
over the necks of people. It is through Islam that
Allah granted all what you see, so thank Him for
His favors, for your Lord is One Who bestows
favors and likes praise. Verily, those who thank
Allah enjoy even more bounties from Him."

I A% g Jgm g adll 1 65 35 Y T e il Gl
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8:27 O you who believe! Betray not Allah and His

Messenger, nor betray knowingly your Amanat
(things entrusted to you).

=L
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8:28 And know that your possessions and your

children are but a trial and that surely, with Allah is
a mighty reward.

Reason behind revealing This Ayah, and the prohibition o

Allah says;
At PASEA R PSS PR P PPN R IR PG R I R v R
(YY) Ol

O you who believe! Betray not Allah and His Messenger,
nor betray knowingly your Amanat (things entrusted to

you).
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The Two Sahihs mention the story of Hatib bin Abi
Baltaah.

In the year of the victory of Makkah he wrote to the
Quraysh alerting them that the Messenger of Allah
intended to march towards them. Allah informed His
Messenger of this, and he sent a Companion to retrieve
the letter that Hatib sent, and then he summoned him.
He admitted to what he did.

Umar bin Al-Khattab stood up and said, "O Allah's
Messenger! Should I cut off his head, for he has
betrayed Allah, His Messenger and the believers?"

The Prophet said,

Jﬁdﬁ&’cﬁa\;\ix\Uﬂlﬂgdﬁu’jcb’;}hﬁ_ﬁﬁi\iﬁ&h
-l

Leave him! He participated in Badr. How do you
know that Allah has not looked at those who

participated in Badr and said, Do whatever you
want, for I have forgiven you.

However, it appears that this Ayah is more general,
even if it was revealed about a specific incident. Such
rulings are dealt with by their indications, not the specific
reasons behind revealing them, according to the majority
of scholars.

Betrayal includes both minor and major sins, as well
those that affect others. Ali bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn
Abbas commented on the Ayah, Sl 156355 (nor
betray your Amanat),

"The Amanah refers to the actions that Allah has
entrusted the servants with, such as and
including what He ordained. Therefore, Allah says
here, 15533 Y (nor betray...), " do not abandon the
obligations.™™

Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd commented, "Allah forbade you
from betraying Him and His Messenger, as hypocrites
do."
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Allah said,
Rt A VA PIAN A R B P S Y

And know that your possessions and your children are
but a trial.

from Him to you. He grants these to you so that
He knows which of you will be grateful and
obedient to Him, or become busy with and
dedicated to them instead of Him.

Allah said in other Ayat,
ki il it AN 38 LAY AR L L

Your wealth and your children are only a
trial, whereas Allah! With Him is a great
reward. (64:15)

8 0, o1

And We shall make a trial of you with evil
and with good. (21:35)

G TS Y I B Y i Gl G
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O you who believe! Let not your properties
or vyour children divert you from the
remembrance of Allah. And whosoever
does that, then they are the losers. (63:9)

and,

I Tshe WX Tl a5 e 1) Tslle 0l Ll
EXPE
O you who believe! Verily, among your
wives and your children there are enemies
for you (who may stop you from the
obedience of Allah); therefore beware of
them! (64:14)
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Allah said next,
(YA) mabae “yalbhe alll Gy
And that surely with Allah is a mighty reward.

Therefore, Allah's reward, favor and Paradise are
better for you than wealth and children.

Certainly, among the wealth and children there might be
enemies for you and much of them avail nothing. With
Allah alone is the decision and sovereignty in this life and
the Hereafter, and He gives tremendous rewards on the
Day of Resurrection.

In the Sahih, there is a Hadith in which the Messenger
of Allah said,
el 55U (e 3ay cand 08 (e T
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There are three qualities for which whomever has

them, he will have tasted the sweetness of faith.
They are:

e whoever Allah and His Messenger are
dearer to him than anyone else,

e whoever loves a person for Allah's sake
alone, and

e whoever prefers to be thrown in fire rather
than revert to disbelief, after Allah has
saved him from it.

Therefore, loving the Messenger of Allah comes
before loving children, wealth and oneself.

In the Sahih, it is confirmed that he said,
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By He in Whose Hand is my soul! None of you will

have faith unless I become dearer to him than
himself, his family, his wealth and all people.
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8:29 O you who believe! If you obey and fear Allah,
He will grant you Furqan, and will expiate for you
your sins, and forgive you; and Allah is the Owner
of the great bounty.

Allah says;

AN LA PRE S AN NP R P R AR v BT
(Y9) aadaal \‘u\,smg;gy:;}

O you who believe! If you obey and fear Allah, He will
grant you Furqgan, and will expiate for you your sins,
and forgive you; and Allah is the Owner of the great
bounty.

Ibn Abbas, As-Suddi, Mujahid, Ikrimah, Ad-Dahhak,
Qatadah{”MuqatiI bin Hayyan and several others said
that, U2 (Furqan),

means, " a way out';
Mujahid added, "In this life and the Hereafter."

In another narration, Ibn Abbas is reported to have said,
“Furgan' means " salvation'

or -- according to another narration -- "aid".
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Muhammad bin Ishaq said that

“Furgan' means °criterion between truth and
falsehood'.

This last explanation from Ibn Ishaq is more general
than the rest that we mentioned, and it also includes the
other meanings.

Certainly, those who have Taqwa of Allah by obeying
what He ordained and abstaining from what he forbade,
will be guided to differentiate between the truth and the
falsehood. This will be a triumph, safety and a way out
for them from the affairs of this life, all the while
acquiring happiness in the Hereafter. They will also gain
forgiveness, thus having their sins erased, and pardon,
thus having their sins covered from other people, as well
as, being directed to a way to gain Allah's tremendous
rewards,

O (RIS A& Al gy T ghale Ty Al 9580 T glale () L@—'{-'
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O you who believe!l Have Taqwa of Allah, and
believe in His Messenger, He will give you a
double portion of His mercy, and He will give you
a light by which you shall walk (straight). And He
will forgive you. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most
Merciful. (57:28)

,u;zrumu;sswiuusmr,
CaoSC S A AL T (5K s

8:30 And (remember) when the disbelievers plotted

against you to imprison you, or to kill you, or to
expel you (from your home, Makkah); they were
plotting and Allah too was plotting; and Allah is the
best of plotters.




The Makkans plot to Kill the Prophet, imprison Him or expel
Him from Makkah|

Allah reminds;
g R e AR Sl WG Y

And (remember) when the disbelievers plotted against
you to imprison you, or to kill you, or to expel you (from
your home, Makkah); they were plotting and Allah too
was plotting; and Allah is the best of plotters.

Ibl:l 3 Abbas, Mujahid and Qatadah said,
d #ifd (Liyuthbituka),

means "to imprison you."

As-Suddi said,

"Ithbat is to confine or to shackle."

Imam Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar, the author of Al-
Maghazi, reported from Abdullah bin Abi Najih, from
Mujahid, from Ibn Abbas,

"Some of the chiefs of the various tribes of
Quraysh gathered in Dar An-Nadwah (their
conference area) and Iblis (Shaytan) met them
in the shape of an eminent old man. When they
saw him, they asked, *Who are you?'

He said, “An old man from Najd. I heard that you
are having a meeting, and I wished to attend
your meeting. You will benefit from my opinion
and advice.'

They said, “Agreed, come in.'

He entered with them. Iblis said, "You have to
think about this man (Muhammad)! By Allah, he
will soon overwhelm vyou with his matter
(religion).'

One of them said, 'Imprison him, restrained in
chains, until he dies just like the poets before him
all died, such as Zuhayr and An-Nabighah! Verily,
he is a poet like they were.'
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The old man from Najd, the enemy of Allah,
commented, By Allah! This is not a good idea.
His Lord will release him from his prison to his
companions, who will liberate him from your
hands. They will protect him from you and they
might expel you from your land.'

They said, "This old man said the truth.
Therefore, seek an opinion other than this one.’

Another one of them said, 'Expel him from your
land, so that you are free from his trouble! If he
leaves your land, you will not be bothered by
what he does or where he goes, as long as he is
not among you to bring you troubles, he will be
with someone else.’

The old man from Najd replied, "By Allah! This is
not a good opinion. Have you forgotten his sweet
talk and eloquence, as well as, how his speech
captures the hearts By Allah! This way, he will
collect even more followers among Arabs, who
will gather against you and attack you in your
own land, expel you and kill your chiefs.'

They said, "He has said the truth, by Allah!
Therefore, seek an opinion other than this one.'

Abu Jahl, may Allah curse him, spoke next, "By
Allah! T have an idea that no one else has
suggested yet, and I see no better opinion for
you. Choose a strong, socially elevated young
man from each tribe, and give each one of them a
sharp sword. Then they would all strike
Muhammad at the same time with their swords
and kill him. Hence, his blood would be shed by
all tribes. This way, his tribe, Banu Hashim, would
realize that they cannot wage war against all of
the Quraysh tribes and would be forced to agree
to accept the blood money; we would have
brought comfort to ourselves and stopped him
from bothering us.'

The old man from Najd commented, 'By Allah!
This man has expressed the best opinion, and I
do not support any other opinion.'
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They quickly ended their meeting and started
preparing for the implementation of this plan.

Jibril came to the Prophet and commanded him
not to sleep in his bed that night and conveyed to
him the news of their plot. The Messenger of Allah
did not sleep in his house that night, and Allah
gave him permission to migrate. After the
Messenger migrated to Al-Madinah, Allah revealed
to him Surah Al-Anfal reminding him of His
favors and the bounties He gave him,
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And (remember) when the disbelievers plotted
against you to imprison you, or to kill you, or to
expel you (from Makkah); they were plotting and
Allah too was plotting; and Allah is the best of
plotters.

Allah replied to the pagans' statement that they
should await the death of the Prophet, just as the
poets before him perished, as they claimed,
O LD 49 a8 e s sl st 3
Or do they say: "He is a poet! We await for
him some calamity by time!" (52:30)

As-Suddi narrated a similar story.
Allah next tells;
(1) CroSGl 4 Ay A0 G5 05 K
...they were plotting and Allah too was plotting, and
Allah is the best of plotters.

Muhammad bin Ishaq reported from Muhammad bin
Jafar bin Az-Zubayr, from Urwah bin Az-Zubayr who
commented on Allah's statement,

"I (Allah) plotted against them with My sure
planning, and I saved you (O Muhammad) from
them."
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8:31 And when Our Ayat are recited to them, they

say: "We have heard (the Qur'an); if we wish we
can say the like of this.

Sl ) T3 1

This is nothing but the tales of the ancients.""
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8:32 And (remember) when they said: "O Allah! If
this (the Qur'an) is indeed the truth (revealed) from
You, then rain down stones on us from the sky or
bring on us a painful torment."
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8:33 And Allah would not punish them while you
(Muhammad) are among them, nor will He punish
them while they seek (Allah's) forgiveness.

The Quraysh claimed They can produce Something

Allah tells;
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And when Our Ayat are recited to them, they say: "We

have heard (the Qur'an); if we wish we can say the like
of this.
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Allah describes the disbelief, transgression,
rebellion, as well as misguided statements that
the pagans of Quraysh used to utter when they
heard Allah's Ayat being recited to them, Usrew 3
)ik Jia U8 L& o) ("We have heard (the Qur'an); if
we wish we can say the like of this)."

They boasted with their words, but not with their
actions. They were challenged several times to
bring even one chapter like the Qur'an, and they
had no way to meet this challenge. They only
boasted in order to deceive themselves and those
who followed their falsehood.

It was said that;

An-Nadr bin Al-Harith, may Allah curse him, was
the one who said this, according to Sa'id bin
Jubayr, As-Suddi, Ibn Jurayj and others.

An-Nadr visited Persia and learned the stories of
some Persian kings, such as Rustum and
Isphandiyar. When he went back to Makkah, He
found that the Prophet was sent from Allah and
reciting the Qur'an to the people. Whenever the
Prophet would leave an audience in which An-
Nadr was sitting, An-Nadr began narrating to
them the stories that he learned in Persia,
proclaiming afterwards, "Who, by Allah, has
better tales to narrate, I or Muhammad?"

When Allah allowed the Muslims to capture An-
Nadr in Badr, the Messenger of Allah commanded
that his head be cut off before him, and that was
done, all thanks are due to Allah.

The meaning of, Gl Dkl 9) (...tales of the ancients)
is that;

the Prophet has plagiarized and learned books of
ancient people, and this is what he narrated to
people, as they claimed.

This is the pure falsehood that Allah mentioned in
another Ayah,
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And they say: "Tales of the ancients,
which he has written down:, and they are
dictated to him morning and afternoon."

Say: "It (this Qur'an) has been sent down
by Him (Allah) Who knows the secret of
the heavens and the earth. Truly, He is
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful." (25:5-6)

for those who repent and return to Him,
He accepts repentance from them and
forgives them.

The Idolators ask for Allah's Judgment and Torment!

Allah said,
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And (remember) when they said: "O Allah! If this (the
Qur'an) is indeed the truth (revealed) from You, then
rain down stones on us from the sky or bring on us a
painful torment."

This is indicative of the pagans' enormous
ignorance, denial, stubbornness and
transgression.

They should have said, "O Allah! If this is the
truth from You, then guide us to it and help us
follow it."

However, they brought Allah's judgment on
themselves and asked for His punishment.

Allah said in other Ayat,
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And they ask you to hasten on the torment
(for them), and had it not been for a term
appointed, the torment would certainly
have come to them. And surely, it will
come upon them suddenly while they
perceive not! (29:53)

Claall 2T 8 U U e W, 1,08,

They say: "Our Lord! Hasten to us Qittana
(our record of good and bad deeds so that
we may see it) before the Day of
Reckoning!" (38:16)
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A questioner asked concerning a torment
about to befall. Upon the disbelievers,
which none can avert. From Allah, the Lord
of the ways of ascent. (70:1-3)

The ignorant ones in ancient times said similar

things. The people of Shu ' ayb said to him,
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"So cause a piece of the heaven to fall on
us, if you are of the truthful!" (26:187)

while the pagans of Quraysh said,
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"O Allah! If this (the Qur'an) is indeed the truth
(revealed) from You, then rain down stones on us

from the sky or bring on us a painful torment."
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Shu’ bah said from Abdul-Hamid that Anas bin Malik said
that;

it was Abu Jahl bin Hisham who uttered this
statement,
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"O Allah! If this (the Qur'an) is indeed the truth
(revealed) from You, then rain down stones on us
from the sky or bring on us a painful torment."

So Allah revealed this Ayah,
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Oty

And Allah would not punish them while you are
among them, nor will He punish them while they
seek (Allah's) forgiveness.

Al-Bukhari recorded it.

The Presence of the Prophet, and the Idolators' asking Fo
forgiveness, were the Shelters against receiving Allah's
immediate Tormen

Allah said,
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And Allah would not punish them while you are among

them, nor will He punish them while they seek (Allah's)
forgiveness.

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn Abbas said,

"Pagans used to go around the House in Tawaf
and proclaim, *We rush to Your obedience, O
Allah, there is no partner with You,' and the
Prophet would tell them,
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Enough, enough.

But they would go on, "We rush to Your
obedience, O Allah, there is no partner with You
except a partner who is with You, You own Him
but he does not own!

They also used to say, 'O Allah, Your forgiveness,
Your forgiveness.'
Allah revealed this verse; agd cuil g agaiaid 4 ()8 Lag
(And Allah would not punish them while you are
among them...).""
Ibn Abbas commented,

"They had two safety shelters:

e the Prophet, and

¢ their seeking forgiveness (from Allah).
The Prophet went away, and only seeking
forgiveness remained."

At-Tirmidhi recorded that Abu Musa said that the
Messenger of Allah said,
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"Allah sent down to me two safe shelters for the
benefit of my Ummah.
?g_\.lu ) & G e)g_ﬁ L'x_ﬁ’j ee_fﬂa_ﬂ ) K G
O il ah'y
And Allah would not punish them while you

are among them, nor will He punish them
while they seek (Allah's) forgiveness.

A o Y D S (5 i 138

When I die, I will leave the seeking of forgiveness
with them, until the Day of Resurrection.
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What testifies to this Hadith, is the Hadith that Ahmad
recorded in his Musnad and Al-Hakim in his Mustadrak,
that Abu Sa'id narrated that the Messenger of Allah
said,
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Shaytan said, "By Your might, O Lord! I will go
on luring Your servants as long as their souls are
still in their bodies."

The Lord said, By My might and majesty! I will
keep forgiving them, as long as they keep
invoking Me for forgiveness.'

Al-Hakim said, "Its chain is Sahih and they did
not record it."
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8:34 And why should not Allah punish them while
they hinder (men) from Al-Masjid Al-Haram, and
they are not its guardians! None can be its

guardians except those who have Tagwa, but most
of them know not.
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8:35 Their Salah at the House was nothing but

Muka' and Tasdiyah. Therefore taste the
punishment because you used to disbelieve.
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The Idolators deserved Allah's Torment after Their Atrocities

Allah states that the idolators deserved the torment, but He did
not torment them in honor of the Prophet residing among them.
After Allah allowed the Prophet to migrate away from them, He
sent His torment upon them on the day of Badr. During that
battle, the chief pagans were killed, or captured. Allah also
directed them to seek forgiveness for the sins, Shirk and
wickedness they indulged in. If it was not for the fact that there
were some weak Muslims living among the Makkan pagans,
those Muslims who invoked Allah for His forgiveness, Allah
would have sent down to them the torment that could never be
averted. Allah did not do that on account of the weak, ill-
treated, and oppressed believers living among them, as He
reiterated about the day at Al-Hudaybiyyah,
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They are the ones who disbelieved and hindered you
from Al-Masjid Al-Haram (at Makkah) and detained the
sacrificial animals from reaching their place of sacrifice.
Had there not been believing men and believing women
whom you did not know, that you may kill them and on
whose account a sin would have been committed by you
without (your) knowledge, that Allah might bring into His
mercy whom He wills if they (the believers and the
disbelievers) had been apart, We verily, would have
punished those of them who disbelieved with painful
torment. (48:25)

Allah said here,
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And why should not Allah punish them while they hinder

(men) from Al-Masjid Al-Haram, and they are not its
guardians!

None can be its guardians except those who have
Taqwa, but most of them know not.
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Allah asks, “why would not He torment them
while they are stopping Muslims from going to Al-
Masjid Al-Haram, thus hindering the believers,
its own people, from praying and performing
Tawaf in it'

Allah said,
e OB V) ST ) s LT SR W

And they are not its guardians. None can be its
guardians except those who have Taqwa,

meaning, the Prophet and his Companions are the
true dwellers (or worthy maintainers) of Al-
Masjid Al-Haram, not the pagans. Allah said in
other Ayah,
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It is not for the polytheists, to maintain
the Masjids of Allah, while they witness
disbelief against themselves. The works of
such are in vain and in the Fire shall they
abide.

The Masjids of Allah shall be maintained
only by those who believe in Allah and the
Last Day; perform the Salah, and give the
Zakah and fear none but Allah. It is they
who are on true guidance. (9:17-18)

and,
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But a greater (transgression) with Allah is
to prevent mankind from following the way
of Allah, to disbelieve in Him, to prevent
access to Al-Masjid Al-Haram (at
Makkah), and to drive out its inhabitants,
(2:217)

Urwah, As-Suddi and Muhammad bin Ishaq said that
Allah's statement, ¢s&ial 9) o5LI¢ &) (None can be its
guardians except those who have Taqwa),

refers to Muhammad and his Companions, may
Allah be pleased with them all.

Mujahid explained that;

this Ayah is about the Mujahidin (in Allah's
cause), whomever and wherever they may be.

Allah then mentioned the practice of the pagans next to Al-
Masjid Al-Haram and the respect they observed in its vicinity,
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Their Salah (prayer) at the House was nothing but
Muka' and Tasdiyah.

Abdullah bin Umar, Ibn Abbas, Mujahid, Ikrimah, Sa'id
bin Jubayr, Abu Raja' Al-Utardi, Muhammad bin Ka'b Al-
Qurazi, Hujr bin Anbas, Nubayt bin Sharit, Qatadah and
Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said that;

this part of the Ayah refers to whistling.

Mujahid added that the pagans used to place their
fingers in their mouth (while whistling).

Sa'id bin Jubayr said that Ibn "Abbas commented on
Allah's statement, 4utaiy sl€a ) codl de agSla oS Ly
(Their Salat at the House was nothing but Muka' and
Tasdiyah),

"The Quraysh used to perform Tawaf (encircling
the Ka bah) while naked, whistling and clapping
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their hands, for Muka' means "whistling', while,
Tasdiyah means " clapping the hands."

This meaning was also reported from Ibn Abbas,
by Ali bin Abi Talhah and Al-Awfi.

Similar was recorded from Ibn Umar, Mujahid,
Muhammad bin Ka'b, Abu Salamah bin Abdur-
Rahman, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, Atiyyah Al-Awfi,
Hujr bin Anbas and Ibn Abza.

Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn Umar explained the Ayah,

"Muka' means whistling', while, "Tasdiyah'
means " clapping the hands."'

,Sa,\ id bin Jubayr and *Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd said that,
41540y (and Tasdiyah),

means, they hindered from the path of Allah, the
Exalted and Most Honored.

Allah said,
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Therefore taste the punishment because you used to
disbelieve.

According to Ad-Dahhak, Ibn Jurayj and Muhammad bin
Ishaq,

this refers to the death and capture that they
suffered during the battle of Badr.
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8:36 Verily, those who disbelieve spend their

wealth to hinder (men) from the path of Allah, and
so will they continue to spend it; but in the end it
will become an anguish for them. Then they will be
overcome.
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And those who disbelieve will be gathered unto
Hell.
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8:37 In order that Allah may distinguish the wicked
from the good, and put the wicked one over

another, heap them together and cast them into
Hell. Those! it is they who are the losers.

The Disbelievers spend Their Wealth to hinder Others from|
Allah's Path, but this will only cause Them Grie

Allah states;
25 G AR o) ot i 1 5aid 25 (8 1538 (3
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Verily, those who disbelieve spend their wealth to hinder
(men) from the path of Allah, and so will they continue
to spend it; but in the end it will become an anguish for

them. Then they will be overcome. And those who
disbelieve will be gathered unto Hell.

Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated that Az-Zuhri,
Muhammad bin Yahya bin Hibban, Asim bin Umar bin
Qatadah, and Al-Husayn bin Abdur-Rahman bin Amr bin
Sa'id bin Mu " adh said,

"The Quraysh suffered defeat at Badr and their
forces went back to Makkah, while Abu Sufyan
went back with the caravan intact. This is when
Abdullah bin Abi Rabiah, Ikrimah bin Abi Jahl,
Safwan bin Umayyah and other men from
Quraysh who lost their fathers, sons or brothers
in Badr, went to Abu Sufyan bin Harb.
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They said to him, and to those among the
Quraysh who had wealth in that caravan, 'O
people of Quraysh! Muhammad has grieved you
and killed the chiefs among you. Therefore, help
us with this wealth so that we can fight him, it
may be that we will avenge our losses.'

They agreed."
Muhammad bin Ishaq said,

"According to Ibn Abbas, this Ayah was revealed
about them,

(oo a8V sal 06885 1938 cpd) ¢ Verily, those
who disbelieve spend their wealth... until,
93 aa they who are the losers)."

Mujahid, Sa‘id bin Jubayr, Al-Hakam bin Uyaynah,
Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn Abza said that;

this Ayah was revealed about Abu Sufyan and his
spending money in Uhud to fight the Messenger
of Allah.

Ad-Dahhak said that;

this Ayah was revealed about the idolators of
Badr.

In any case, the Ayah is general, even though there was
a specific incident that accompanied its revelation.

Allah states here that the disbelievers spend their wealth
to hinder from the path of truth. However, by doing that,
their money will be spent and then will become a source
of grief and anguish for them, availing them nothing in
the least. They seek to extinguish the Light of Allah and
make their word higher than the word of truth. However,
Allah  will complete His Light, even though the
disbelievers hate it. He will give aid to His religion, make
His Word dominant, and His religion will prevail above all
religions. This is the disgrace that the disbelievers will
taste in this life; and in the Hereafter, they will taste the
torment of the Fire. Whoever among them lives long, will
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witness with his eyes and hear with his ears what causes
grief to him. Those among them who are killed or die will
be returned to eternal disgrace and the everlasting
punishment. This is why Allah said,
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And so will they continue to spend it; but in the
end it will become an anguish for them. Then
they will be overcome. And those who disbelieve
will be gathered unto Hell.

Allah said,
. seudal) (e Cud A el

In order that Allah may distinguish the wicked from the
good,

meaning recognize the difference between the
people of happiness and the people of misery,
according to Ibn Abbas, as Ali bin Abi Talhah
reported from him.

Allah distinguishes between those believers who
obey Him and fight His disbelieving enemies and
those who disobey Him.

Allah said in other Ayat,
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Allah will not leave the believers in the
state in which you are now, until He
distinguishes the wicked from the good.
Nor will Allah disclose to you the secrets of
the Ghayb (Unseen). (3:179)
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Do you think that you will enter Paradise
before Allah (tests) those of you who
fought (in His cause) and (also) tests
those who are the patient. (3:142)

Therefore, the Ayah (8:37) means,

"We tried you with combatant disbelievers whom
We made able to spend money in fighting you,'
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in order that Allah may distinguish the wicked from the
good, and put the wicked one over another, heap them
together,

put in a pile on top of each other,
(V) Osmla 2h Gl s aaln
and cast them into Hell. Those! It is they who are the
losers.

in this life and the Hereafter.
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8:38 Say to those who have disbelieved, if they
cease, their past will be forgiven. But if they return
(thereto), then the examples of those (punished)
before them have already preceded (as a warning).

AU (50 ), T Y

8:39 And fight them until there is no more Fitnah,
and the religion (worship) will all be for Allah alone.
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But if they cease, then certainly, Allah is All-Seer of
what they do.
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8:40 And if they turn away, then know that Allah is
your protector --

“ppadll 2ty T
(what) an excellent protector and (what) an
excellent helper!

Encouraging the Disbelievers to seek Allah's Forgiveness,

Allah commands His Prophet Muhammad,
st o 158 il 8
Say to those who have disbelieved, if they cease...

the disbelief, defiance and stubbornness they
indulge in, and embrace Islam, obedience and
repentance.

SR RUAPVA R Y
their past will be forgiven.

along with their sins and errors.

It is recorded in the Sahih Al-Bukhari that Abu Wa'il said
that Ibn Mas'ud said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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He who becomes good in his Islam, will not be

punished for what he has committed during
Jahiliyyah (before Islam). He who becomes bad
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in his Islam, will face a punishment for his
previous and latter deeds.

It is also recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger of
Allah said,
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"Islam erases what occurred before it, and
repentance erases what occurs before it."

Allah said,
Vs
But if they return,
and remain on their ways,
(FA) oY) A Tl 28

then the examples of those (punished) before them have
already preceded.

meaning, Our way with the nations of old is that
when they disbelieve and rebel, We send down to
them immediate torment and punishment.

The Order to fight to eradicate Shirk and Kuf

Allah said,
A 05588 05 Y B

And fight them until there is no more Fitnah, and the
religion will all be for Allah alone.

Al-Bukhari recorded that;

a man came to Ibn Umar and said to him, "O Abu
Abdur-Rahman! Why do you not implement what
Allah said in His Book, s fuiasal o olita o)
(And if two parties (or groups) among the
believers fall to fighting...(49:9). What prevents
you from fighting as Allah mentioned in His
Book?"
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Ibn Umar said, "O my nephew! I prefer that I be
reminded with this Ayah rather than fighting, for
in the latter case, I will be reminded by the Ayah
in which Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored,
said, Itais Uage J& a9 (And whoever kills a
believer intentionally...) (4:93)."

The man said, "Allah, the Exalted, said, & skidy
A8 85 Y A (And fight them until there is no
more Fitnah...)."

Ibn Umar said, "We did that during the time of
the Messenger of Allah, when Islam was weak
and the man would be tried in religion, either
tormented to death or being imprisoned. When
Islam became stronger and widespread, there
was no more Fitnah."

When the man realized that Ibn Umar would not
agree to what he is saying, he asked him, "What
do you say about Ali and Uthman?"

Ibn Umar replied, "What do I say about Ali and
Uthman! As for Uthman, Allah has forgiven him,
but you hate that Allah forgives him. As for Ali, he
is the cousin of the Messenger of Allah and his
son-in-law,"

and he pointed with his hand saying, "And this is
his house over there."

id bin Jubayr said,

"Ibn Umar came to us and was asked, "What do
you say about fighting during Fitnah?"

Ibn Umar said, "Do you know what Fitnah refers
to Muhammad. He was fighting against the
idolators, and at that time, attending (or residing
with) the idolators was a Fitnah (trial in religion).
It is nothing like what you are doing, fighting to
gain leadership!"

All these narrations were collected by Al-Bukhari,
may Allah the Exalted grant him His mercy.
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Ad-Dah’haa.k [eport&ed” that Ibn Abbas said about the
Ayah, 4358 (&Y s sh sty (And fight them until there is
no more Fitnah...),

"So that there is no more Shirk."

Similar was said by Abu Al-Aliyah, Mujahid, Al-
Hasan, Qatadah, Ar-Rabi bin Anas, As-Suddi,
Mugatil bin Hayyan and Zayd bin Aslam.

Muhammad bin Ishaq said that he was informed from
Az-Zuhri, from Urwah bin Az-Zubayr and other scholars
that A% uJS-'V > (until there is no more Fitnah),

the Fitnah mentioned here means, until no
Muslim is persecuted so that he abandons his
religion.

Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn Abbas said about Allah's
statement, A a ud-m uJS-'J (and the religion (worship)
will all be for Allah alone).

"So that Tawhid is practiced in sincerity with
Allah."

Al-Hasan, Qatadah and Ibn Jurayj said, 4 458 (a8
(and the religion will all be for Allah alone),

"So that La ilaha illa-llah is proclaimed."
Muhammad bin Ishaq also commented on this Ayah,

"So that Tawhid is practiced in sincerity towards
Allah, without Shirk, all the while shunning all
rivals who (are being worshipped) besides Him."

Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said about, RAOTY)
411 4 (and the religion will all be for Allah alone),

"So that there is no more Kufr (disbelief) with
your religion remains."

There is a Hadith collected in the Two Sahihs that
testifies to this explanation. The Messenger of Allah said,
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I was commanded to fight against the people until

they proclaim, ‘There is no deity worthy of
worship except Allah.'

If and when they say it, they will preserve their
blood and wealth from me, except for its right
(Islamic penal code), and their reckoning is with
Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored.

Also, in the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that Abu Musa Al-
Ashari said,

"The Messenger of Allah was asked about a man
who fights because he is courageous, in prejudice
with his people, or to show off. Which of these is
for the cause of Allah?

He said,
Ja’s el Juis 8 Tsed Wladl o ) 4K () KA1 (G

Whoever fights so that Allah's Word is the
supreme, is in the cause of Allah, the Exalted and
Most Honored."

Allah said next,
e Vgl 8
But if they cease,

and desist from their Kufr as a result of your
fighting them, even though you do not know the
true reasons why they did so,

(74) “panmd Ol Lo 1 3
then certainly, Allah is All-Seer of what they do.

Allah said in similar Ayah,
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But if they repent and perform the Salah,
and give Zakah, then leave their way free.
(9:5)
Ol (3 KAl
...then they are your brethren in religion.
(9:11)
o A A (s A 0 Y e S,
Coaldall e ) (s 36 5
And fight them until there is no more
Fitnah and the religion (worship) is for
Allah (alone). But if they cease, let there

be no transgression except against the
wrongdoers. (2:193)

It is recorded in the Sahih that;

the Messenger of Allah said to Usamah bin Zayd
when he overpowered a man with his sword, after
that man proclaimed that there is no deity worthy
of worship except Allah;
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Have you killed him after he proclaimed, "La
Ilaha Illallah!

What would you do with regard to "La Ilaha
Illallah' on the Day of Resurrection.

Usamah said, "O Allah's Messenger! He only said
it to save himself."

The Messenger replied,

Did you cut his heart open?

The Messenger kept repeating,
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What would you do with regard to "La Ilaha
Illallah' on the Day of Resurrection? until
Usamah said, "I wished I had embraced Islam
only that day."

Allah said next,
(¢+) "l ;L,f} s sl ea_\eS\J}uG&\ J PASER NPT s
And if they turn away, then know that Allah is your

protector, an excellent protector, and an excellent
helper!

Allah says, if the disbelievers persist in defying
and fighting you, then know that Allah is your
protector, master and supporter against your
enemies. Verily, what an excellent protector and
what an excellent supporter.
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8:41 And know that whatever of war booty that you
may gain, verily, one-fifth of it is assigned to Allah,
and to the Messenger, and to the near relatives (of
the Messenger), the orphans, the poor, and the
wayfarer,
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if you have believed in Allah and in that which We
sent down to Our servant on the Day of Criterion,
the Day when the two forces met;
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and Allah is able to do all things.




Ruling on the Spoils of War (Ghanimah and Fai )

Allah explains the spoils of war in detail, as He has specifically
allowed it for this honorable Ummah over all others.

We should mention that the “~Ghanimah' refers to war spoils
captured from the disbelievers, using armies and instruments of
war.

As for "Fai', it refers to the property of the disbelievers that
they forfeit in return for peace, what they leave behind when
they die and have no one to inherit from them, and the Jizyah
(tribute tax) and Khiraj (property tax).

Allah said,
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And know that whatever of war booty that you may gain,
verily, one-fifth of it is assigned to Allah,

indicating that the one-fifth should be reserved
and paid in full (to Muslim leaders) whether it was
little or substantial, even a yarn and needle.
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And whosoever deceives (his companions
over the booty), he shall bring forth on the
Day of Resurrection that which he took
(illegally). Then every person shall be paid

in full what he has earned, and they shall
not be dealt with unjustly. (3:161)

Allah's statement,
o Sl Ll AW Tl

verily, one-fifth of it is assigned to Allah, and to the
Messenger,
Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn Abbas explained by it as,

"Whenever the Messenger of Allah sent an army,
he used to divide the war booty they collected
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into five shares, reserving one-fifth and divided it
into five shares."

Then he recited;
e A A A 58 e LS

And know that whatever of war booty that you
may gain, verily, one-fifth of it is assigned to
Allah, and to the Messenger,

Ibn Abbas said,

"Allah's statement, 4wsd 411 0lé (verily, one-fifth of
it is assigned to Allah) is inclusive (of the
Messenger's share), just as the following Ayah is
inclusive (of Allah owning whatever is on the
earth also),
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To Allah belongs all that is in the heavens
and on the earth." (2:284)

So He addressed the share of Allah and the share
of His Messenger in the same statement.

Ibrahim An-Nakhai, Al-Hasan bin Muhammad bin Al-
Hanifiyyah, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Ash-Sha bi, Ata bin Abi
Rabah, Abdullah bin Buraydah, Qatadah, Mughirah and
several others, all said that;

the share designated for Allah and the Messenger
is one and the same.

Supporting this is what Imam Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-
Bayhaqi recorded, with a Sahih chain of narrators, that
Abdullah bin Shaqiq said that a man from Bilgin said,

"I came to the Prophet when he was in Wadi Al-
Qura inspecting a horse. I asked, 'O Allah's
Messenger! What about the Ghanimah?'

He said,

il bl 460 i A
Allah's share is one fifth and four-fifths are for the
army.
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I asked, “None of them has more right to it than
anyone else?"

He said,
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No. Even if you remove an arrow that pierced
your flank, you have no more right to it than your
Muslim brother."

Imam Ahmad recorded that;

Al-Migdam bin Madikarib Al-Kindi sat with Ubadah
bin As-Samit, Abu Ad-Darda and Al-Harith bin
Mu ' awiyah Al-Kindi, may Allah be pleased with
them, reminding each other of the statements of
the Messenger of Allah.

Abu Ad-Darda said to Ubadah, "O Ubadah! What
about the words of the Messenger of Allah during
such and such battle, about the fifth (of the war
booty)?"

Ubadah said, "The Messenger of Allah led them in
prayer, facing a camel from the war booty. When
he finished the prayer, he stood up, held pelt of a
camel between his fingers and said,
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This is also a part of the war booty you earned.
Verily, I have no share in it, except my own
share, the fifth designated to me. Even that fifth
will be given to you (indicating the Prophet's
generosity). Therefore, surrender even the needle

and the thread, and whatever is bigger or smaller
than that (from the war spoils).
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Do not cheat with any of it, for stealing from the
war booty before its distribution is Fire and a
shame on its people in this life and the Hereafter.
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Perform Jihad against the people in Allah's cause,
whether they are near or far, and do not fear the

blame of the blamers, as long as you are in
Allah's cause.
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Establish Allah's rules while in your area and
while traveling.
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Perform Jihad in Allah's cause, for Jihad is a
tremendous door leading to Paradise. Through it,
Allah saves (one) from sadness and grief."

This is a tremendous Hadith, but I did not find it in any
of the six collections of Hadith through this chain of
narration.

However, Imam Ahmad, Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i
recorded a Hadith from Amr bin Shuayb, from his
father, from his grandfather Abdullah bin Amr, from the
Messenger of Allah, and this narration is similar to the
one above, and a version from Amr bin Anbasah was
recorded by Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i. T

he Prophet used to choose some types of the war booty
for himself; a servant, a horse, or a sword, according to
the reports from Muhammad bin Sirin, Amir Ash-Sha bi
and many scholars. For instance, Imam Ahmad and At-
Tirmidhi -- who graded it Hasan -- recorded from Ibn
Abbas that;

the Messenger of Allah chose a sword called
" Dhul-Figar' on the day of Badr.
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A'ishah narrated that;

Safiyyah was among the captured women, and
the Prophet chose (and married) her (upon his
own choice and before distribution of war booty),
as Abu Dawud narrated in the Sunan.
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and to the near relatives (of the Messenger),

As for the share of the Prophet's relatives, it is
paid to Bani Hashim and Bani Al-Muttalib,
because the children of Al-Muttalib supported
Bani Hashim in Jahiliyyah after Islam. They also
went to the mountain pass of Abu Talib in support
of the Messenger of Allah and to protect him
(when the Quraysh boycotted Muslims for three
years). Those who were Muslims (from Bani Al-
Muttalib) did all this in obedience to Allah and His
Messenger, while the disbelievers among them
did so in support of their tribe and in obedience to
Abu Talib, the Messenger's uncle.

Allah said next,

P L0 P
the orphans,
in reference to Muslim orphans,
e S
the poor,
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and the wayfarer,

the traveler and those who intend to travel for a
distance during which shortening the prayer is
legislated, but do not have resources to spend
from.
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We will explain this subject in Surah Bara'h
(9:60), Allah willing, and our reliance and trust is
in Him alone.

Allah said,
G o Gl Uy 4l S 23K )

If you have believed in Allah and in that which We sent
down to Our servant,

Allah says, “Adhere to what We legislated for
you, such as the ruling about one-fifth of the war
spoils, if you truly believe in Allah, the Last Day
and what We have revealed to Our Messenger.'

In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that Abdullah bin
Abbas said, - while narrating the lengthy Hadith about
the delegation of Bani Abdul Qays - that the Messenger
of Allah said to them,
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I command you with four and forbid four from

you. I command you to believe in Allah.

Do you know what it means to believe in Allah?

e Testifying that there is no deity worthy of
worship except Allah and that Muhammad
is the Messenger of Allah,

e establishing the prayer,
e giving Zakah and

e honestly surrendering one-fifth of the war
spoils.
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Therefore, the Messenger listed surrendering one-fifth of
the war booty as part of faith. This is why Al-Bukhari
wrote a chapter in his Sahih entitled, "Chapter: Paying
the Khumus (one-fifth) is Part of Faith." He then
narrated the above Hadith from Ibn Abbas.

Allah said next,
(£)) T8 el U8 Lo A0y ) B 2 58 2

on the Day of Criterion, the Day when the two forces
met; and Allah is Able to do all things.

Allah is making His favors and compassion
towards His creation known, when He
distinguished between truth and falsehood in the
battle of Badr. That day was called, * Al-Furqan',
because Allah raised the word of faith above the
word of falsehood, He made His religion apparent
and supported His Prophet and his group.

Ali bin Abi Talhah and Al-Awfi reported that Ibn Abbas
said,

"Badr is Yawm Al-Furqan; during it, Allah
separated between truth and falsehood."

Al-Hakim collected this statement.

Similar statements were reported from Mujahid,
Migsam, Ubaydullah bin Abdullah, Ad-Dahhak,
Qatadah, Mugatil bin Hayyan and several others.
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8:42 (And remember) when you (the Muslim army)

were on the near side of the valley, and they on the
farther side, and the caravan on the ground lower
than you.
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Even if you had made a mutual appointment to
meet, you would certainly have failed in the
appointment, but (you met) that Allah might
accomplish a matter already ordained (in His

knowledge), so that those who were to be
destroyed (for rejecting the faith) might be
destroyed after a clear evidence, and those who
were to live (believers) might live after a clear

evidence.
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And surely, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower.

Some Details of the Battle of Bad

Allah describes Yawm Al-Furqgan, (i.e. the day of Badr),
eV s BRI
(And remember) when you (the Muslim army) were on

the near side of the valley,

camping in the closest entrance of the valley
towards Al-Madinah,
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AR
and they,

the idolators, who were camped,
o Gt 3T
on the farther side,
from Al-Madinah, towards Makkah.
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and the caravan,

that was under the command of Abu Sufyan, with
the wealth that it contained,

on the ground lower than you,

closer to the sea,
P R P
even if you had made a mutual appointment to meset,

you and the idolators,
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you would certainly have failed in the appointment,

Muhammad bin Ishaq said, "Yahya bin Abbad bin
Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr narrated to me from his father
about this Ayah

"Had there been an appointed meeting set
between you and them and you came to know of
their superior numbers and your few forces, you
would not have met them,
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but (you met) that Allah might accomplish a
matter already ordained,

Allah had decreed that He would bring glory to
Islam and its people, while disgracing Shirk and
its people. You (the companions) had no
knowledge this would happen, but it was out of
Allah's compassion that He did that."

In a Hadith, Ka" b bin Malik said,

"The Messenger of Allah and the Muslims
marched to intercept the Quraysh caravan, but
Allah made them meet their (armed) enemy
without appointment.”
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Muhammad bin Ishaq said that Yazid bin Ruwman
narrated to him that Urwah bin Az-Zubayr said,

"Upon approaching Badr, the Messenger of Allah
sent Ali bin Abi Talib, Sa'd bin Abi Waqqgas, Az-
Zubayr bin Al-Awwam and several other
Companions to spy the pagans.

They captured two boys, a servant of Bani Sa'id
bin Al-"As and a servant of Bani Al-Hajjaj, while
they were bringing water for Quraysh. So they
brought them to the Messenger of Allah, but
found him praying.

The Companions started interrogating the boys,
asking them to whom they belonged. Both of
them said that they were employees bringing
water for Quraysh (army). The Companions were
upset with that answer, since they thought that
the boys belonged to Abu Sufyan (who was
commanding the caravan). So they beat the two
boys vehemently, who said finally that they
belonged to Abu Sufyan. Thereupon companions
left them alone.

When the Prophet ended the prayer, he said,
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When they tell you the truth you beat them, but

when they lie you let them go They have said the
truth, by Allah! They belong to the Quraysh.

addressing to the boys He said: Tell me the news
about Quraysh.

The two boys said, "They are behind this hill that
you see, on the far side of the valley.'

The Messenger of Allah asked,
OIS
How many are they?

They said, “They are many.'
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He asked,
¢ agiaels
How many?
They said, *We do not know the precise number.'
He asked,
PSS PR ATIAN
How many camels do they slaughter every day?
They said, “Nine or ten a day.'
The Messenger of Allah said,
Gl 1) Bladl (o e 2l
They are between nine-hundred and a thousand.
He asked again,
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Which chiefs of Quraysh are accompanying the
army?
They said,
Utbah bin Rabiah,
Shaybah bin Rabiah,
Abu Al-Bakhtari bin Hisham,
Hakim bin Hizam,
Nawfal bin Khuwaylid,
Al-Harith bin Amir bin Nawfal,
Tu aymah bin Adi bin Nawfal,
An-Nadr bin Al-Harith,
Zam" ah bin Al-Aswad,
Abu Jahl bin Hisham,
Umayyah bin Khalaf,
Nabih and Munabbih sons of Al-Hajjaj,
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Suhayl bin Amr and
Amr bin Abd Wadd.

The Messenger of Allah said to the people,
(PRERINE| §J\ Cadll 28 48 b

This is Makkah! She has brought you her most
precious sons (its chiefs)!"

Allah said,

So that those who were to be destroyed might be
destroyed after a clear evidence.

Muhammad bin Ishag commented,

"So that those who disbelieve do so after
witnessing clear evidence, proof and lessons, and
those who believe do so after witnessing the
same."

This is a sound explanation.
Allah says,

He made you meet your enemy in one area
without appointment, so that He gives you victory
over them.' This way, "He will raise the word of
truth above falsehood, so that the matter is made
clear, the proof unequivocal and the evidence
plain. Then there will be no more plea or doubt
for anyone. Then, those destined to destruction
by persisting in disbelief do so with evidence,
aware that they are misguided and that proof has
been established against them, > (% =539 (and
those who were to live mlght live), those who
wish to believe do so, 4—*-\-' (& (after a clear
evidence), and proof. Verily, faith is the life of the
heart, as Allah said,

97



S i 15 A Wy A5l 1 (S
& Ll

Is he who was dead (without faith by
ignorance and disbelief) and We gave him
life (by knowledge and faith) and set for
him a light (of belief) whereby he can walk
among men ... (6:122)

Allah said next,
o A A T
And surely, Allah is All-Hearer,

of your invocation, humility and requests for His
help,

(£Y) mle .
All-Knower.

meaning; about you, and you deserve victory
over your rebellious, disbelieving enemies.

8:43 (And remember) when Allah showed them to
you as few in your dream;
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if He had shown them to you as many, you would
surely have been discouraged, and you would surely
have disputed in making a decision.
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But Allah saved (you). Certainly, He is the All-
Knower of that is in the breasts.
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8:44 And (remember) when you met, He showed
them to you as few in your eyes and He made you
appear as few in their eyes, so that Allah might
accomplish a matter already ordained, and to Allah
return all matters (for decision).

Allah made each Group look few in the Eye of the Othe

Allah said,
o Ol elalie Al 6K Y

(And remember) when Allah showed them to you as few
in your dream;

Mujahid said,

"In a dream, Allah showed the Prophet the enemy
as few. The Prophet conveyed this news to his
Companions and their resolve strengthened."

Similar was said by Ibn Ishaq and several others.

Allah said,
I g e T S 8 B s

If He had shown them to you as many, you would surely,
have been discouraged, and you would surely have
disputed in making a decision.

you would have cowardly abstained from meeting
them and fell in dispute among yourselves,

o AL Al TST
(But Allah saved), from all this, when He made you see
them as few,
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Certainly, He is the All-Knower of that is in the breasts.

Allah knows what the heart and the inner-self
conceal,
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Allah knows the fraud of the eyes, and all
that the breasts conceal. (40:19)

Allah's statement,
P IER - g B e A )

And (remember) when you met, He showed them to you
as few in your eyes,

demonstrates Allah's compassion towards the
believers. Allah made them see few disbelievers
in their eyes, so that they would be encouraged
and feel eager to meet them.

Abu Ishaqg As-Subai’i said, that Abu Ubaydah said that
Abdullah bin Mas™ ud said,

"They were made to seem few in our eyes during
Badr, so that I said to a man who was next to
me, Do you think they are seventy?'

He said, ' Rather, they are a hundred.'

However, when we captured one of them, we
asked him and he said, *We were a thousand."'

Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Jarir recorded it.
Allah said next,
o padic] 8 RRIEY
and He made you appear as few in their eyes,

According to Ikrimah, as recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim,
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Allah said, A8 3 a8 95 35 (And (remember)
when you met. He showed them to you...),

He encouraged each of the two groups against
the other.

This statement has a Sahih chain of narrators.
(£2) DY) aafhall s Y gale 81 Al sl

so that Allah might accomplish a matter already
ordained, and to Allah return all matters (for decision).

Muhammad bin Ishaqg said that Yahya bin Abbad bin
Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr narrated to him that his father
said about Allah's statement, ¥sia (IS |l 41 &84 (so
that Allah might accomplish a matter already ordained),

"In order for the war to start between them, so
that He would have revenge against those whom
He decided to have revenge (pagans), and grant
and complete His favor upon those He decided to
grant favor to, His supporters."

The meaning of this, is that Allah encouraged each group
against the other and made them look few in each
other's eyes, so that they were eager to meet them. This
occurred before the battle started, but when it started
and Allah supported the believers with a thousand angels
in succession, the disbelieving group saw the believers
double their number.

Allah said,
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There has already been a sign for you (O Jews) in
the two armies that met (in combat, the battle of
Badr). One was fighting in the cause of Allah,
and as for the other, (they) were disbelievers.

They (disbelievers) saw them (believers) with
their own eyes twice their number. And Allah
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supports with His aid whom He wills. Verily, in
this is a lesson for those who understand. (3:13)

This is how we combine these two Ayat, and certainly,
each one of them is true, all the thanks are due to Allah
and all the favors are from Him.
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8:45 O you who believe! When you meet (an
enemy) force, take a firm stand against them and

remember Allah much, so that you may be
successful.
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8:46 And obey Allah and His Messenger, and do not
dispute (with one another) lest you lose courage
and your strength departs, and be patient.
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Surely, Allah is with the patients.

Allah says;
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O you who believe! When you meet (an enemy) force,
take a firm stand against them and remember Allah
much, so that you may be successful.

Allah instructs His faithful servants in the
manners of fighting and methods of courage
when meeting the enemy in battle,
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In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that;

Abdullah bin Abi Awfa said that during one battle,
Allah's Messenger waited until the sun declined,
then stood among the people and said,
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O people! Do not wish to face the enemy (in a
battle) and ask Allah to save you (from
calamities). But if you should face the enemy,
then be patient and let it be known to you that
Paradise is under the shadows of the swords.

He then stood and said,
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O Allah! Revealer of the (Holy) Book, Mover of the

clouds, and Defeater of the Confederates, defeat
them and grant us victory over them.

The Command for Endurance when the Enemy Engaging

Allah commands endurance upon meeting the enemy in battle
and ordains patience while fighting them. Muslims are not
allowed to run or shy away, or show cowardice in battle.

They are commanded to remember Allah while in that condition
and never neglect His remembrance. They should rather invoke
Him for support, trust in Him and seek victory over their
enemies from Him. They are required to obey Allah and His
Messenger in such circumstances adhering to what He
commanded them, and abstaining from what He forbade them.
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And obey Allah and His Messenger, and do not dispute
(with one another) lest you lose courage and your
strength departs,

They are required to avoid disputing with each
other, for this might lead to their defeat and
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failure, a5, GaXis (lest your strength departs),
so that your strength, endurance and courage do
not depart from you,
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and be patient. Surely, Allah is with the patients.

In their courage, and obedience to Allah and His
Messenger, the Companions reached a level never seen
before by any nation or generation before them, or any
nation that will ever come.

Through the blessing of the Messenger and their
obedience to what he commanded, the Companions were
able to open the hearts, as well as, the various eastern
and western parts of the world in a rather short time.
This occurred even though they were few, compared to
the armies of the various nations at that time. For
example, the Romans, Persians, Turks, Slavs, Berbers,
Ethiopians, Sudanese tribes, the Copts and the rest of
the Children of Adam. They defeated all of these nations,
until Allah's Word became the highest and His religion
became dominant above all religions.

The Islamic state spread over the eastern and western
parts of the world in less than thirty years. May Allah
grant them His pleasure, as well as, be pleased with
them all, and may He gather us among them, for He is
the Most Generous, and Giving.
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8:47 And be not like those who come out of their
homes boastfully and to be seen of men, and hinder
(men) from the path of Allah; and Allah is Muhit
(eneompassing and thoroughly comprehending) all
that they do.
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8:48 And (remember) when Shaytan made their
(evil) deeds seem fair to them and said,
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"No one of mankind can overcome you this day (of

the battle of Badr) and verily, I am your neighbor
(for each and every help)."
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But when the two forces came in sight of each
other, he ran away and said:
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"Verily, I have nothing to do with you. Verily, I see
what you see not. Verily, I fear Allah for Allah is
severe in punishment."

o L e o s 0 U

pes £ '5a

8:49 When the hypocrites and those in whose
hearts was a disease (of disbelief) said: "These
people (Muslims) are deceived by their religion."
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But whoever puts his trust in Allah, then surely,
Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise.

The Idolators leave Makkah, heading for Bad

Allah says;
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And be not like those who come out of their homes
boastfully and to be seen of men, and hinder (men) from
the path of Allah;

After Allah commanded the believers to fight in
His cause sincerely and to be mindful of Him, He
commanded not to imitate the idolators, who
went out of their homes I_k: (boastfully) to
suppress the truth, o« £U, s (and to be seen of
men), boasting arrogantly with people.

When Abu Jahl was told that the caravan escaped safely,
so they should return to Makkah, he commented, "No,
by Allah! We will not go back until we proceed to the well
of Badr, slaughter camels, drink alcohol and female
singers sing to us. This way, the Arabs will always talk
about our stance and what we did on that day."

However, all of this came back to haunt Abu Jahl,
because when they proceeded to the well of Badr, they
brought themselves to death; and in the aftermath of
Badr, they were thrown in the well of Badr, dead,
disgraced, humiliated, despised and miserable in an
everlasting, eternal torment. This is why Allah said here,
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and Allah is Muhit (encompassing and thoroughly
comprehending) all that they do.

He knows how and what they came for, and this
is why He made them taste the worst
punishment.

Ibn Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and As-Suddi
commented on Allah's statement, ¢ 1533 (S | 53555 ¥
) £ g 1ka aa L3 (And be not like those who come out
of their homes boastfully and to be seen of men),

"They were the idolators who fought against the
Messenger of Allah at Badr."
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Muhammad bin Ka" b said,

"When the Quraysh left Makkah towards Badr,

they brought female singers and drums along.

Allah revealed this verse,
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And be not like those who come out of their
homes boastfully and to be seen of men, and
hinder (men) from the path of Allah; and Allah is
Muhit (encompassing and thoroughly
comprehending) all that they do.

Shaytan makes Evil seem fair and deceives the Idolators|

Allah said next,
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And (remember) when Shaytan made their (evil) deeds

seem fair to them and said, "No one of mankind can
overcome you today and verily, I am your neighbor."

Shaytan, may Allah curse him, made the
idolators' purpose for marching seem fair to
them. He made them think that no other people
could defeat them that day. He also ruled out the
possibility that their enemies, the tribe of Bani
Bakr, would attack Makkah, saying, "I am your
neighbor."

Shaytan appeared to them in the shape of
Suragah bin Malik bin Ju”shum, the chief of Bani
Mudlij, so that, as Allah described them,

15k 91 (o e L ]y

He (Shaytan) makes promises to them,
and arouses in them false desires; and
Shaytan's promises are nothing but
deceptions. (4:120)
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But when the two forces came in sight of each other, he
ran away and said: "Verily, I have nothing to do with

you.

Ibn Jurayj said that Ibn Abbas commented on this Ayah,

"On the day of Badr, Shaytan, as well as, his
flag holder and soldiers, accompanied the
idolators. He whispered to the hearts of the
idolators, “None can defeat you today! I am your
neighbor." When they met the Muslims and
Shaytan witnessed the angels coming to their
aid, 4xie Je o<l (he ran away), he went away in
flight while proclaiming, &5 Y L ¢l ) (Verily, 1
see what you see not)."

Ali bin Abi Talhah said, that Ibn Abbas said about this

Ayah,

A8 e Ay el e sl A Qe Y (No one of

mankind can overcome you today and verily, I am your

neighbor),

"Shaytan, as well as, his devil army and flag
holders, came on the day of Badr in the shape of
a Suragah bin Malik bin Ju’shum, man from Bani
Mudlij, Shaytan said to idolators, "None will
defeat you this day, and I will help you.'

When the two armies stood face to face, the
Messenger of Allah took a handful of sand and
threw it at the faces of the idolators, causing
them to retreat.

Jibril, peace be upon him, came towards
Shaytan, but when Shaytan, while holding the
hand of a Mushrik man, saw him, he withdrew
his hand and ran away with his soldiers. That man
asked him, " O Suragah! You claimed that you are
our neighbor!' He said,

il 0 A A AT 3 55 G
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Verily, I see what you see not. Verily, I fear Allah
for Allah is severe in punishment.

Shaytan said this when he saw the angels."

The Position of the Hypocrites in Bad

Allah said next,
e Vb D i e 8 Ll 0D U0 Y
When the hypocrites and those in whose hearts was a

disease (of disbelief) said: "These people (Muslims) are
deceived by their religion."

Ali bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn Abbas commented,

"When the two armies drew closer to each other,
Allah made the Muslims look few in the eyes of
the idolators and the idolators look few in the
eyes of the Muslims. The idolators said, sNsh &
aejd-"eﬁ (These people (Muslims) are deceived by
their religion), because they thought that Muslims
were so few. They believed, without doubt, that
they would defeat the Muslims. Allah said, (=3
asSa e All) olé 4l e J86% (But whoever puts his
trust in Allah, then surely, Allah is All-Mighty, All-
Wise).

Qatadah commented,

"They saw a group of believers who came in
defense of Allah's religion. We were informed that
when he saw Muhammad and his Companions,
Abu Jahl said, By Allah! After this day, they will
never worship Allah!" He said this in viciousness
and transgression."

Amir Ash-Sha’ bi said,

"Some people from Makkah were considering
embracing Islam, but when they went with the
idolators to Badr and saw how few the Muslims
were, they said, a¢id s¥35a & (These people
(Muslims) are deceived by their religion)."
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Allah said next,

oAl e UKD L
But whoever puts his trust in Allah,
and relies on His grace,
e AN TS
then surely, Allah is All-Mighty,

and verily, those who take His side (in the
dispute) are never overwhelmed, for His side is
mighty, powerful and His authority is All-Great,

(£9) S
All-Wise.

in all His actions, for He places everything in its
rightful place, giving victory to those who deserve
it and defeat to those who deserve it.
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8:50 And if you could see when the angels take
away the souls of those who disbelieve (at death);
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they smite their faces and their backs, (saying):

"Taste the punishment of the blazing Fire. "
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8:51 "This is because of that which your hands
forwarded. And verily, Allah is not unjust to His
servants."
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The An

Allah says,
U N (R PR [ P DS P

And if you could see when the angels take away the
souls of those who disbelieve (at death);

Allah says, if you witnessed the angels capturing
the souls of the disbelievers, you would witness a
tremendous, terrible, momentous and awful
matter,

e PG5 e s s i
they smite their faces and their backs,
saying to them,
(2+) Gl e 14,
"Taste the punishment of the blazing Fire."

Ibn Jurayj said that Mujahid said that,

ah L5 (and their backs), refers to their back
sides, as happened on the day of Badr.

Ibn Jurayj also reported from Ibn Abbas,

"When the idolators faced the Muslims (in Badr),
the Muslims smote their faces with swords. When
they gave flight, the angels smote their rear
ends."

Although these Ayat are describing Badr, they are
general in the case of every disbeliever. This is why Allah
did not make His statement here restrictive to the
disbelievers at Badr,
S s (i AL 1558 () (E5 Y 5 T
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And if you could see when the angels take away
the souls of those who disbelieve (at death); they
smite their faces and their backs,
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In Surah Al-Qital (or Muhammad) there is a
similar Ayah, as well as in Surah Al-An"am,

?S.us.j‘j;ﬁ ag_m.s }L.u\_s

And if you could but see when the
wrongdoers are in the agonies of death,
while the angels are stretching forth their
Ill

hands (saying): "Deliver your souls!
(6:93)

The angels stretch their hands and smite the disbelievers
by Allah's command, since their souls refuse to leave
their bodies, so they are taken out by force. This occurs
when the angels give them the news of torment and
Allah's anger.

There is a Hadith narrated from Al-Bara' that;

when the angel of death attends the disbeliever
at the time of death, he comes to him in a
terrifying and disgusting shape, saying, "Get out,
O wicked soul, to fierce hot wind, boiling water
and a shadow of black smoke."

The disbeliever's soul then scatters throughout
his body, but the angels retrieve it, just as a
needle is retrieved from wet wool. In this case,
veins and nerve cells will be still attached to the
soul.

Allah states here that angels bring news of the torment
of the Fire to the disbelievers.

Allah said next,
This is because of that which your hands forwarded.

meaning, this punishment is the recompense of
the evil deeds that you have committed in the life
of the world. This is your reckoning from Allah for
your deeds,
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And verily, Allah is not unjust to His servants.

Certainly, Allah does not wrong any of His
creatures, for He is the Just, who never puts
anything in an inappropriate place. Honored,
Glorified, Exalted and Praised be He, the All-Rich,
Worthy of all praise.

Muslim recorded that Abu Dharr said that the Messenger
of Allah said;
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Allah, the Exalted, said, "O My servants! I have
prohibited injustice for Myself, and made it
prohibited to you between each other. Therefore,
do not commit injustice against each other.

O My servants! It is your deeds that I am keeping
count of, so whoever found something good, let
him praise Allah for it. Whoever found other than
that, has only himself to blame.

This is why Allah said,
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8:52 Similar to the behavior of the people of
Fir awn, and of those before them -- they rejected
the Ayat of Allah, so Allah punished them for their
sins.
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Verily, Allah is All-Strong, severe in punishment.
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8:53 That is so because Allah will never change a

grace which He has bestowed on a people until they
change what is in themselves.

ade a Al

And verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower.
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8:54 Similar to the behavior of the people of
Fir awn, and those before them.
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They belied the Ayat of their Lord, so We destroyed

them for their sins, and We drowned the people of
Fir awn for they were all wrongdoers.

Allah says,
o A LT S g e (s (e )

Similar to the behavior of the people of Fir'awn, and of
those before them -- they rejected the Ayat of Allah,

Allah says, ‘The behavior of these rebellious
disbelievers against what I sent you with, O
Muhammad, is similar to the behavior of earlier
disbelieving nations. So We behaved with them
according to Our Da'b, that is, Our behavior (or
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custom) and way, as We did with them with what
We often do and decide concerning their likes, the
denying people of Fir awn and the earlier nations
who rejected the Messengers and disbelieved in
Our Ayat,’

REPRYCCTE IR NN I
so Allah punished them for their sins.
Because of their sins, Allah destroyed them
(oY) sl Axs g Sl T
Verily, Allah is All-Strong, severe in punishment.

none can resist Him or escape His grasp.
el Lo 7580 i 1 o gt 23 1 B 0 ) s
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That is so because Allah will never change a grace which
He has bestowed on a people until they change what is
in themselves. And verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-
Knower.

Allah affirms His perfect justice and fairness in His
decisions, for He decided that He will not change
a bounty that He has granted someone, except on
account of an evil that they committed.

Allah said in another Ayah,
1 ety Le 1570 (S s o s 9 AN Y
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Verily, Allah will not change the (good)
condition of a people as long as they do
not change their state (of goodness)
themselves. But when Allah wills a
people's punishment, there can be no
turning it back, and they will find besides
Him no protector. (13:11)
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Allah said next,
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Similar to the behavior of the people of Fir'awn, and
those before them. They belied the Ayat of their Lord, so
We destroyed them for their sins, and We drowned the
people of Fir awn for they were all wrongdoers.

meaning, He punished Fir'awn and his kind,
those who denied His Ayat. Allah destroyed them
because of their sins, and took away the favors
that He granted them, such as gardens, springs,
plants, treasures and pleasant dwellings, as well
as all of the delights that they enjoyed. Allah did
not wrong them, but it is they who wronged
themselves.
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8:55 Verily, the worst of living creatures before
Allah are those who disbelieve, -- so they shall not
believe.
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8:56 They are those with whom you made a
covenant, but they break their covenant every time
and they do not have Taqwa.
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8:57 So if you gain the mastery over them in war,
then disperse those who are behind them, so that
they may learn a lesson.
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ainst Those Who disbelieve and break the

Allah says;
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Verily, the worst of living creatures before Allah are
those who disbelieve, -- so they shall not believe.

They are those with whom you made a covenant, but
they break their covenant every time and they do not
have Taqwa.

Allah states here that the worst moving creatures
on the face of the earth are those who disbelieve,
who do not embrace the faith, and break
promises whenever they make a covenant, even
when they vow to keep them,

O Y B
and they do not have Taqwa.

meaning they do not fear Allah regarding
any of the sins they commit.
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So if you gain the mastery over them in war,

if you defeat them and have victory over them in
war,

then disperse those who are behind them,

According to Ibn Abbas, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Ad-Dahhak,
As-Suddi, Ata' Al-Khurasani and Ibn Uyaynah,

by severely punishing (the captured people).
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This Ayah commands punishing them harshly and
inflicting casualties on them. This way, other
enemies, Arabs and non-Arabs, will be afraid and
take a lesson from their end,

(oY) U SN agdad
so that they may learn a lesson.

As-Suddi commented,

"They might be careful not to break treaties, so
that they do not meet the same end."
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8:58 If you fear treachery from any people, throw
back (their covenant) to them (so as to be) on
equal terms. Certainly Allah likes not the
treacherous.

Allah says to His Prophet,
s e (RS L
If you fear from any people,
with whom you have a treaty of peace,

treachery,

and betrayal of peace treaties and agreements
that you have conducted with them,
e ot 206

then throw back (their covenant) to them,

meaning their treaty of peace.
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on equal terms,

informing them that you are severing the treaty.
This way, you will be on equal terms, in that, you
and they will be aware that a state of war exists
between you and that the bilateral peace treaty is
null and void,

(oA) D) b YA T
Certainly Allah likes not the treacherous.

This even includes treachery against the
disbelievers.

Imam Ahmad recorded that Salim bin *Amir said,

"Mu " awiyah was leading an army in Roman lands,
at a time the bilateral peace treaty was valid. He
wanted to go closer to their forces so that when
the treaty of peace ended, he could invade them.
An old man riding on his animal said, “Allahu
Akbar (Allah is the Great), Allahu Akbar! Be
honest and stay away from betrayal." The
Messenger of Allah said,
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Whoever has a treaty of peace with a people,
then he should not untie any part of it or tie it
harder until the treaty reaches its appointed term.

Or, he should declare the treaty null and void so
that they are both on equal terms.

When Mu'awiyah was informed of the Prophet's
statement, he retreated.

They found that man to be Amr bin Anbasah, may
Allah be pleased with him."

This Hadith was also collected by Abu Dawud At-
Tayalisi, Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and
Ibn Hibban in his Sahih. At-Tirmidhi said,
"Hasan Sahih."
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8:59 And let not those who disbelieve think that
they can outstrip (escape from the punishment).
Verily, they will never be able to save themselves
(from Allah's punishment).
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8:60 And make ready against them all you can of
power, including steeds of war to threaten the
enemy of Allah and your enemy, and others besides
them, whom you may not know but whom Allah
does know.
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And whatever you shall spend in the cause of Allah

shall be repaid unto you, and you shall not be
treated unjustly.

Making Preparations for War to strike Fear in the Hearts o
the Enemies of Allah

Allah says to His Prophet,
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And let not those who disbelieve think that they can
outstrip (escape from the punishment). Verily, they will
never be able to save themselves (from Allah's
punishment).

And let not those who disbelieve think that they
can outstrip, Do not think that such disbelievers
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have escaped Us or that We are unable to grasp

them. Rather, they are under the power of Our
ability and in the grasp of Our will; they will never

escape Us.'
Allah also said,
Lo ol Ggtiun o ) & ol 0ol a3
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Or think those who do evil deeds that they
can outstrip Us (escape Our punishment)
Evil is that which they judge! (29:4)
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Consider not that the disbelievers can
escape in the land. Their abode shall be
the Fire, and worst indeed is that
destination. (24:57)

and,
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Let not the free disposal (and affluence) of
the disbelievers throughout the Iland
deceive you. A brief enjoyment; then their
ultimate abode is Hell; and worst indeed is
that place for rest. (3:196-197)

Allah commands Muslims to prepare for war
disbelievers, as much as possible, according to affordability and
availability.

Allah said,

against
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And make ready against them all you can,

whatever you can muster,

121



DAY B a8 (L
of power, including steeds of war.
Imam Ahmad recorded that Ugbah bin Amir said that;

he heard the Messenger of AIIah saylng, while
standing on the Minbar; 538 (s alakin) G agd | saefy
(And make ready against them all you can of
power),
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Verily, Power is shooting! Power is shooting.
Muslim collected this Hadith.
Imam Malik recorded that Abu Hurayrah said,

"The Messenger of Allah said,

Al .
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Horses are kept for one of three purposes;

e for some people they are a source of
reward,

e for some others they are a means of
shelter, and

e for some others they are a source of sin.
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The one for whom they are a source of reward, is
he who keeps a horse for Allah's cause (Jihad)
tying it with a long tether on a meadow or in a
garden. The result is that whatever it eats from
the area of the meadow or the garden where it is
tied, will be counted as good deeds for his
benefit; and if it should break its rope and jump
over one or two hillocks then all its dung and its
footmarks will be written as good deeds for him.
If it passes by a river and drinks water from it,
even though he had no intention of watering it,
then he will get the reward for its drinking.
Therefore, this type of horse is a source of good
deeds for him.

Uy L,y B A Ga ol s olBey LR Ldayy U0

¢ R 4 &2 uJ}G-L
As for the man who tied his horse maintaining self
- sufficiency and abstinence from begging, all the
while not forgetting Allah's right concerning the

neck and back of his horse, then it is a means of
shelter for him.

,,,,,,,

And a man who tied a horse for the sake of pride,
pretense and showing enmity for Muslims, then
this type of horse is a source of sins.

When Allah's Messenger was asked about
donkeys, he replied,
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Nothing has been revealed to me from Allah

about them except these unique, comprehensive
Ayat:
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Then anyone who does an atom's weight
of good, shall see it. And anyone who does
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an atom's weight of evil, shall see it.
(99:7-8)"

Al-Bukhari and Muslim collected this Hadith, this
is the wording of Al-Bukhari.

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abdullah bin Mas ud said
that the Prophet said,
A A
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There are three reasons why horses are kept:

e A horse that is kept for Ar-Rahman (the
Most Beneficent),

e a horse kept for Shaytan and
e a horse kept for the man.
By D ) ot B 105 o3BT [ Ll
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As for the horse kept for Ar-Rahman, it is the
horse that is being kept for the cause of Allah (for

Jihad), and as such, its food, dung and urine,
etc., (he made mention of many things).

As for the horse that is for Shaytan, it is one that
is being used for gambling.

As for the horse that is for man, it is the horse
that one tethers, seeking its benefit. For him, this
horse will be a shield against poverty.

Al-Bukhari recorded that Urwah bin Abi Al-Ja"d Al-Bariqi
said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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Good will remain in the forelocks of horses until
the Day of Resurrection, (that is) reward, and the
spoils of war.

Allah said next,
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. USRR L
to threaten, (or to strike fear),
e 28505 Al The 4y
the enemy of Allah and your enemy,
the disbelievers,
e 290 0 AT
and others besides them,

According to Mujahid, such as Bani Qurayzah, or
Persians, according to As-Suddi.
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whom you may not know but whom Allah does know.

Mugatil bin Hayyan and Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin
Aslam said that this Ayah refers to hypocrites, as
supported by Allah's statement,
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agalzd a0 aealad Y Bl e

And among the Bedouins around you, some are
hypocrites, and so are some among the people of
Al-Madinah who persist in hypocrisy; you know
them not, We know them. (9:101)

Allah said next,
(V+) Osallsd Y 20y & Ty all) o g5 (e | 808 Uy

And whatever you shall spend in the cause of Allah shall
be repaid to you, and you shall not be treated unjustly.
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Allah says, whatever you spend on Jihad will be
repaid to you in full.

We also mentioned Allah's statement,
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The parable of those who spend their wealth in
the way of Allah, is that of a grain (of corn); it
grows seven ears, and each ear has a hundred
grains. Allah gives manifold increase to whom He

wills. And Allah is All-Sufficient for His creatures'
needs, All-Knower. (2:261)
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8:61 But if they incline to peace, you also incline to
it, and trust in Allah. Verily, He is the All-Hearer, the
All-Knower.
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8:62 And if they intend to deceive you, then verily,
Allah is All-Sufficient for you.
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He it is Who has supported you with His help and
with the believers.
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8:63 And He has united their (believers') hearts.
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If you had spent all that is in the earth, you could
not have united their hearts, but Allah has united
them.
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Certainly He is All-Mighty, All-Wise.

The Command to Facilitate Peace when the Enemy seeks a|
Peaceful Resolution

Allah says, if you fear betrayal from a clan of people, then sever
the peace treaty with them, so that you both are on equal
terms. If they continue being hostile and opposing you, then
fight them,

PN
But if they incline,

and seek,

to peace,

if they resort to reconciliation, and seek a treaty
of non-hostility,

LRG|
you also incline to it,

and accept offers of peace from them.

This is why when the pagans inclined to peace in the
year of Hudaybiyyah and sought cessation of hostilities
for nine years, between them and the Messenger of Allah
he accepted this from them, as well as, accepting other
terms of peace they brought forth.
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Abdullah bin Al-Imam Ahmad recorded that Ali bin Abi
Talib said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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There will be disputes after me, so if you have a
way to end them in peace, then do so.

Allah said next,
oAl e UK
and trust in Allah.

Allah says, conduct a peace treaty with those who
incline to peace, and trust in Allah.

(1) adad) o) 2 A
Verily, He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower.
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And if they intend to deceive you,

Verily, Allah will suffice for you and aid you even
if they resort to peace as a trick, so that they
gather and reorganize their forces,
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then verily, Allah is All-Sufficient for you.

Reminding the Believers of Allah's Favor of uniting The

Allah mentioned His favor on the Prophet, in that He aided him
with believers, the Muhajirin and the Ansar,
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He it is Who has supported you with His help and with
the believers. And He has united their hearts.
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The Ayah says, "it is Allah who gathered the
believers' hearts, believing, obeying, aiding and
supporting you -- O Muhammad,'

e 5 s G B

If you had spent all that is in the earth, you could not
have united their hearts.

because of the enmity and hatred that existed
between them.

Before Islam, there were many wars between the
Ansar tribes of Aws and Khazraj, and there were
many causes to stir unrest between them.
However, Allah ended all that evil with the light of
faith,
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And remember Allah's favor on you, for you were
enemies one to another, but He united your
hearts, so that, by His grace, you became
brethren, and you were on the brink of a pit of
Fire, and He saved you from it. Thus Allah makes

His Ayat clear to you, that you may be guided.
(3:103)

In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that when the
Messenger of Allah gave a speech to the Ansar about
the division of war booty collected in the battle of
Hunayn, he said to them,
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O Ansar! Did I not find you misguided and Allah

guided you by me, poor and Allah enriched you
by me, and divided and Allah united you by me.

Every question the Prophet asked them, they
said, "Truly, the favor is from Allah and His
Messenger."
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Allah said,
() oS o ) e Ol 0 BT,

But Allah has united them. Certainly He is All-Mighty, All-
Wise.

He is the Most Formidable, and the hopes of those
who have trust in Him, never end unanswered;
Allah is All-Wise in all of His decisions and actions.

il Cpe SICE s AT A 68N 3
8:64 O Prophet! Allah is sufficient for you and for
the believers who follow you.

8:65 O Prophet! Urge the believers to fight.
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If there are twenty steadfast persons among you,
they will overcome two hundred, and if there be a
hundred steadfast persons they will overcome a
thousand of those who disbelieve, because they
(the disbelievers) are people who do not
understand.

8:66 Now Allah has lightened your (task), for He
knows that there is weakness in you.
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So if there are of you a hundred steadfast persons,
they shall overcome two hundred, and if there are a

thousand of you, they shall overcome two thousand
by the leave of Allah.

il e 40

And Allah is with the patient.

Encouraging Believers to fight in Jihad; the Good News that al
Few Muslims can overcome a Superi

Allah says;
(7€) Cain'sal G S o'y A0 s (0 S G

O Prophet! Allah is sufficient for you and for the believers
who follow you.

Allah encourages His Prophet and the believers to fight
and struggle against the enemy, and wage war against
their forces. Allah affirms that He will suffice, aid,
support, and help the believers against their enemies,
even if their enemies are numerous and have sufficient
supplies, while the believers are few.

Allah said,
e JEE e il s A G G
O Prophet! Urge the believers to fight,
encouraged and called them to fight.

The Messenger of Allah used to encourage the
Companions to fight when they faced the enemy. On the
day of Badr when the idolators came with their forces
and supplies, he said to his Companions,
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Get ready and march forth towards a Paradise as
wide as the heavens and earth.

Umayr bin Al-Humam said, "As wide as the
heavens and earth!"

The Messenger said, e’u (Yes).

Umayr said, "Excellent! Excellent!"
The Messenger asked him,

G dld e dlag L
What makes you say, ' Excellent! Excellent!

He said, "The hope that I might be one of its
dwellers."

The Prophet said,
(el (o 0
You are one of its people.

Umayr went ahead, broke the scabbard of his
sword, took some dates and started eating from
them. He then threw the dates from his hand,
saying, "Verily, if I lived until I finished eating
these dates, then it is indeed a long life."

He went ahead, fought and was killed, may Allah
be pleased with him.

Allah said next, commanding the believers and
conveying good news to them,
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If there are twenty steadfast persons among you, they
will overcome two hundred, and if there be a hundred

steadfast persons, they will overcome a thousand of
those who disbelieve.
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The Ayah says, one Muslim should endure ten
disbelievers.

Allah abrogated this part later on, but the good
news remained.

(1) st Y KA
because they (the disbelievers) are people who do not
understand.

Abdullah bin Al-Mubarak said that Jarir bin Hazim
narrated to them that, Az-Zubayr bin Al-Khirrit narrated
to him, from Ikrimah, from Ibn Abbas,

"When this verse was revealed, Cssée a&la 0
(nfia T g3y (g ula (If there are twenty steadfast
persons among you, they will overcome two
hundred...) it became difficult for the Muslims,
when Allah commanded that one Muslim is
required to endure ten idolators. Soon after, this
matter was made easy,

ULuuuMeSa“;’;g;&cmus;uw
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Now Allah has lightened your (task), for
He knows that there is weakness in you.
So if there are of you a hundred steadfast
persons, they shall overcome two
hundred....

Allah lowered the number (of adversaries that
Muslims are required to endure), and thus, made
the required patience less, compatible to the
decrease in numbers."

Al-Bukhari recorded a similar narration from Ibn Al-
Mubarak. Muhammad bin Ishaq recorded that Ibn Abbas
said,

"When this Ayah was revealed, it was difficult for
the Muslims, for they thought it was burdensome
since twenty should fight two hundred, and a
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hundred against a thousand. Allah made this
ruling easy for them and abrogated this Ayah
with another Ayah,

_,.m;sg@;;ag;s:smc&sg‘y\

Now Allah has lightened your (task), for
He knows that there is weakness in you...

Thereafter, if Muslims were half as many as their
enemy, they were not allowed to run away from
them. If the Muslims were fewer than that, they
were not obligated to fight the disbelievers and
thus allowed to avoid hostilities."

A R ol Ll B K

and if there are a thousand of you, they shall overcome
two thousand by the leave of Allah.

(1) Genball el

And Allah is with the patient.
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8:67 It is not (fitting) for a Prophet that he should
have prisoners of war until he has fought (his
enemies thoroughly) in the land.
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You desire the goods of this world, but Allah desires
(for you) the Hereafter. And Allah is All-Mighty, All-
Wise.
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8:68 Were it not a previous ordainment from Allah,
a severe torment would have touched you for what

you took.

AR RARLAWE

8:69 So enjoy what you have gotten of booty in
war, lawful and good, and have Tagwa of Allah.

] & 8. &, - @,
ansy ) see all )
Certainly, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.

Allah says;
D st o) 8 DA e R A 08 o S
(V) aSa T e Al g ELANT &y y AT L)
It is not (fitting) for a Prophet that he should have
prisoners of war until he has fought (his enemies
thoroughly) in the land. You desire the goods of this

world, but Allah desires (for you) the Hereafter. And
Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise.

Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas said,

"The Prophet asked the people for their opinion
about the prisoners of war of Badr, saying,

agie KK 8 2l )
Allah has made you prevail above them.

Umar bin Al-Khattab stood up and said, O Allah's
Messenger! Cut off their necks,' but the Prophet
turned away from him.

The Messenger of Allah again asked,
BRI PN UV POVR RS I Pl g W e i

135



O people! Allah has made you prevail over them,
and only yesterday, they were your brothers.

Umar again stood up and said, O Allah's
Messenger! Cut off their necks.'

The Prophet ignored him and asked the same
question again and he repeated the same answer.

Abu Bakr As-Siddig stood up and said, “O Allah's
Messenger! I think you should pardon them and
set them free in return for ransom.'

Thereupon the grief on the face of Allah's
Messenger vanished. He pardoned them and
accepted ransom for their release. Allah, the
Exalted and Most Honored, revealed this verse,

(VA) okt LS T Lot L0 (5l (LS

Were it not a previous ordainment from Allah, a
severe torment would have touched you for what
you took."

Ali bin Abi Talhah narrated that Ibn Abbas said about
Allah's statement, (&= 4l e GBS ¥l (Were it not a
previous ordainment from Allah...),

"In the Preserved Book, that war spoils and
prisoners of war will be made allowed for you,
eﬁ:“; Lo as-ml (would have touched you for what
you took), because of the captives. ?.J::. il (a
severe torment).

Allah, the Exalted said next, bob Y9G Al Laa | 4l5
(So enjoy what you have gotten of booty in war,
lawful and good)."

Al-Awfi also reported this statement from Ibn Abbas.

A similar statement was collected from Abu Hurayrah,
Ibn Mas'ud, Sa'id bin Jubayr, Ata', Al-Hasan Al-Basri,
Qatadah and Al-A" mash.

They all stated that, (= 4l ¢ QLS Y51 (Were it not a
previous ordainment from Allah...),
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refers to allowing the spoils of war for this
Ummah.

Supporting this view is what the Two Sahihs recorded
that Jabir bin Abdullah said that the Messenger of Allah
said,
o8 £ D () () 2 Lk eyl
e b yia g_xc)n_u_um.a i e
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I have been given five things which were not
given to any Prophet before me. (They are:)

e Allah made me victorious by awe, (by His
frightening my enemies) for a distance of
one month's journey.

e The earth has been made a place for
praying and a purifier for me.

e The booty has been made lawful for me,
yet it was not lawful for anyone else
before me.

e I have been given the right of intercession
(on the Day of Resurrection).

e Every Prophet used to be sent to his
people only, but I have been sent to all
mankind.

Al-A"mash narrated that Abu Salih said that Abu
Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said,

5 g0 5l R0 U3

War booty was never allowed for any among
mankind except us.

Abu Hurayrah said; This is why Allah the Most
High said,
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So enjoy what you have gotten of booty in war,
lawful and good.

The Muslims then took the ransom for their
captives.

(14) 5y s Al 3 0 B

and have Taqwa of Allah. Certainly, Allah is Oft-
Forgiving, Most Merciful.

In his Sunan, Imam Abu Dawud recorded that Ibn
Abbas said that;

the Messenger of Allah fixed four hundred
(Dirhams) in ransom from the people of
Jahiliyyah in the aftermath of Badr.

The majority of the scholars say that;

the matter of prisoners of war is up to the Imam.
If he decides, he can have them killed, such as in
the case of Bani Qurayzah. If he decides, he can
accept a ransom for them, as in the case of the
prisoners of Badr, or exchange them for Muslim
prisoners. The Messenger exchanged a woman
and her daughter who were captured by Salamah
bin Al-Akwa, for exchange of some Muslims who
were captured by the idolators, or if he decides
he can take the prisoner as a captives.

A 35 o (6 o ot 8 G 8 L G
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8:70 O Prophet! Say to the captives that are in your
hands: "If Allah knows any good in your hearts, He
will give you something better than what has been
taken from you, and He will forgive you, and Allah is
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful."
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8:71 But if they intend to betray you, they indeed
betrayed Allah before. So He gave (you) power over
them. And Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise.

Pagan Prisoners at Badr were promised better than what They
lost, if They become Righteous in the Future|

Muhammad bin Ishaqg reported that Abdullah bin Abbas said
that before the battle of Badr, the Messenger of Allah said,
Uuﬁ\P}TﬁeﬁyjfuusuwuhTJueﬁ_\3‘5.1\
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I have come to know that some people from Bani
Hashim and others were forced to accompany the
pagans, although they had no desire to fight us.
Therefore, whoever meets any of them (Bani Hashim),
do not kill him. Whoever meets Abu Al-Bukhtari bin
Hisham, should not kill him. Whoever meets Al-Abbas
bin Abdul-Muttalib, let him not kill him, for he was forced
to come (with the pagan army).

Abu Hudhayfah bin Utbah said, "Shall we kill our fathers,
children, brothers and tribesmen (from Quraysh), and
leave Al-Abbas By Allah! If I meet him, I will kill him with
the sword."

When this reached the Messenger of Allah, he said to
Umar bin Al-Khattab, O Abu Hafs!

and Umar said, "By Allah that was the first time that the
Messenger of Allah called me Abu Hafs."

) 5 e s L
Will the face of the Messenger of Allah's uncle be struck
with the sword!
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Umar said, "O Allah's Messenger! Give me permission to
cut off his neck (meaning Abu Hudhayfah) for he has
fallen into hypocrisy, by Allah!"

Ever since that happened, Abu Hudhayfah used to say,
"By Allah! I do not feel safe from this statement coming
back to haunt me, and I will continue to fear its
repercussions, unless Allah, the Exalted, forgives me for
it through martyrdom."

Abu Hudhayfah was martyred during the battle of Al-
Yamamah, may Allah be pleased with him.

Ibn Abbas said,

"On the eve after Badr, the Messenger of Allah spent the
first part of the night awake, while the prisoners were
bound. His Companions said to him, “O Allah's
Messenger! Why do you not sleep!"

Al-Abbas had been captured by a man from Al-Ansar,
and the Messenger of Allah said to them,
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I heard the cries of pain from my uncle Al-Abbas,
because of his shackles, so untie him.

When his uncle stopped crying from pain, Allah's
Messenger went to sleep."

In his Sahih, Al-Bukhari recorded a Hadith from Musa bin
Ugbah who said that Ibn Shihab said that Anas bin Malik said
that;

some men from Al-Ansar said to the Messenger of Allah,
"O Allah's Messenger! Give us permission and we will set
free our maternal cousin Al-Abbas without taking ransom
from him."

He said,
LT3 & 1558 U A5
No, by Allah! Do not leave any Dirham of it.
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And from Yunus Bikkir, from Muhammad bin Ishaq, from Yazid
bin Ruwman, from Urwah, from Az-Zuhri that several people
said to him,

"The Quraysh sent to the Messenger of Allah concerning
ransoming their prisoners, and each tribe paid what was
required for their prisoners.

Al-Abbas said, O Allah's Messenger! I became a
Muslims before.'

The Messenger of Allah said,

B als Gl a0l (8 U588 L (5 (8 Sl el
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Allah knows if you are Muslim! If what you are claiming
is true, then Allah will compensate you. As for your
outward appearance, it was against us. Therefore,
ransom yourself, as well as, your nephews Nawfal bin Al-
Harith bin Abdul-Muttalib and Agil bin Abu Talib bin

Abdul-Muttalib, and also your ally Utbah bin *Amr, from
Bani Al-Harith bin Fihr.

Al-Abbas said, 'I do not have that (money), O Allah's
Messenger!"

The Messenger said,

e il ) ) Tl ) AT i AT ) UL (56
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What about the wealth that you and Umm Al-Fadl buried,
and you said to her, "If I am killed in this battle, then
this money that I buried is for my children Al-Fadl,
Abdullah and Quthm.

Al-Abbas said, "By Allah, O Allah's Messenger! I know
that you are Allah's Messenger, for this is a thing that
none except Umm Al-Fadl and I knew. However, O
Allah's Messenger! Could you count towards my ransom
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the twenty Uwgiyah (pertaining to a weight) that you
took from me (in the battle)’

The Messenger of Allah said,
clia b FIREIAS| ;Gu giad

No, for that was money that Allah made as war spoils for
us from you.

So Al-Abbas ransomed himself, his two nephews and an
ally, and Allah revealed this verse,

o8 A Qs o) (T3 (o Rl B el BB A Ll G
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O Prophet! Say to the captives that are in your
hands: "If Allah knows any good in your hearts,
He will give you something better than what has
been taken from you, and He will forgive you, and
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful." (8:70)

Al-Abbas commented, "After I became Muslim, Allah
gave me twenty servants in place of the twenty Uwgiyah
I lost. And I hope for Allah's forgiveness."

Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bayhagqi recorded, that Anas bin Malik said,

"The Prophet was brought some wealth from Bahrain and
said;

DAy
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Distribute it in my Masjid,

and it was the biggest amount of goods Allah's
Messenger had ever received. He left for prayer and did
not even look at the goods. After finishing the prayer, he
sat by those goods and gave some of it to everybody he
saw. Al-Abbas came to him and said, O Allah's
Messenger! give me (something) too, because I gave
ransom for myself and Agqil.’
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Allah's Messenger told him to take. So he stuffed his
garment with it and tried to carry it away but he failed to
do so.

He said, " Order someone to help me in lifting it.'
The Prophet refused.

He then said to the Prophet, *Will you please help me to
lift it!"

Allah's Messenger refused.

Then Al-Abbas dropped some of it and lifted it on his
shoulders and went away.

Allah's Messenger kept on watching him till he
disappeared from his sight and was astonished at his
greediness. Allah's Messenger did not get up until the
last coin was distributed."

Al-Bukhari also collected this Hadith in several places of
his Sahih with an abridged chain, in a manner indicating
his approval of it.

Allah said,

S8 (e Al 1A 88 SR 53

But if they intend to betray you, they indeed betrayed
Allah before,

meaning, <ELA 1sy 5 ¢ (But if they intend to
betray you) in contradiction to what they declare
to you by words. J& (e 4l |64 18 (they indeed
betrayed Allah before), the battle of Badr by
committing disbelief in Him,

o pia OSlB
So He gave (you) power over them,
causing them to be captured in Badr,
(V1) oS e Ay
And Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise.

He is Ever Aware of his actions and All-Wise in
what He decides.

143



&_ums ° m;' S ﬁuﬁ e () u\
(yan ;@j

8:72 Verily, those who believed, and emigrated and

strove hard and fought with their property and their

lives in the cause of Allah as well as those who gave

(them) asylum and help, -- these are (all) allies to
one another.
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And as to those who believed but did not emigrate,
you owe no duty of protection to them until they
emigrate, but if they seek your help in religion, it is

your duty to help them except against a people with
whom you have a treaty of mutual alliance;

o (o shaxd ey 4l

and Allah is the All-Seer of what you do.

The Muhajirin and Al-Ansar are the Supporters of One|

Allah says;
VLIS NP PN L PPVL PR PPN PN TR AT ()
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8:72 Verily, those who believed, and emigrated and
strove hard and fought with their property and their lives

in the cause of Allah as well as those who gave (them)
asylum and help, -- these are (all) allies to one another.

Here Allah mentions the types of believers, dividing them
into the Muhajirin, who left their homes and estates,
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emigrating to give support to Allah and His Messenger to
establish His religion. They gave up their wealth and
themselves in this cause. There are also the Ansar, the
Muslims of Al-Madinah, who gave asylum to their
Muhajirin brethren in their own homes and comforted
them with their wealth. They also gave aid to Allah and
His Messenger by ﬁghtlng anngS|de the Muhajirun.
Certainly they are, wax g eé-wu (allies to one
another), for each one of them has more right to the
other than anyone else.

This is why Allah's Messenger forged ties of brotherhood
between the Muhajirin and Ansar, as Al-Bukhari
recorded from Ibn Abbas.

They used to inherit from each other, having more right
to inheritance than the deceased man's relatives, until
Allah abrogated that practice with the fixed share for
near relatives.

Imam Ahmad recorded that Jarir bin Abdullah Al-Bajali
said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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The Muhajirun and Al-Ansar are the supporters
of each other, while the Tulaga of Quraysh
(whom the Prophet set free after conquering
Makkah) and Utaqa from Thagif (whom the
Prophet set free from captivity after the battle of

Hunayn) are supporters of each other until the
Day of Resurrection.

Only Ahmad collected this Hadith.

Allah praised the Muhajirin and the Ansar in several
Ayat of His Book and His Messenger (also praised them
too).

Allah said,
il b 58 'y LTy G e D AL
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145



And the foremost to embrace Islam of the Muhajirun
and the Ansar and also those who followed them
exactly. Allah is well-pleased with them as they are well-
pleased with Him. He has prepared for them gardens
under which rivers flow (Paradise). (9:100)

Aol b ol 0l ialily Cpon iy (A e ) 6 )
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Allah has forgiven the Prophet, the Muhajirin and the
Ansar who followed him in the time of distress. (9:117)

and,
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(And there is also a share in this booty) for the poor
Muhajirin, who were expelled from their homes and
their property, seeking bounties from Allah and (His)
good pleasure, and helping Allah and His Messenger.
Such are indeed the truthful.

And those who, before them, had homes (in Al-Madinah)
and adopted the faith, love those who emigrate to them,
and have no jealousy in their breasts for that which they
have been given, and give them (emigrants) preference
over themselves even though they were in need of that.
(59:8-9)

The best comment on Allah's statement, s Y
isisl Caa A3a 22,982 (...and have no jealousy in their
breasts for that which they have been given) is that it
means,

they do not envy the Muhajirin for the rewards
that Allah gave them for their emigration.
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These Ayat indicate that the Muhajirin are better
in grade than the Ansar, and there is a
consensus on this ruling among the scholars.

The Believers Who did not emi

rate did not yet receive the|

Allah said,

o s e ai¥ s e A8 e T T ialeh als T sl )y
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And as to those who believed but did not emigrate, you
owe no duty of protection to them until they emigrate,

This is the third category of believers, those who
believed, but did not perform Hijrah and instead
remained in their areas. They do not have any
share in the war booty or in the fifth (designated
for Allah and His Messenger, the relatives of the
Prophet, the orphans, the poor and the wayfarer),
unless they attend battle.

Imam Ahmad recorded that Buraydah bin Al-Hasib Al-
Aslami said,

"When the Messenger of Allah would send a
commander with an expedition force or an army,
he would advise him to have Taqwa of Allah and
be kind to the Muslims under his command.

He used to say,
A 2.
) Javw e
il RS HE
e Fight in the Name of Allah,
¢ in the cause of Allah.
e Fight those who disbelieve in Allah.
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When you meet your Mushrik enemy, then call
them to one of three choices, and whichever they
agree to, then accept it and turn away from
them.

e L e U6 000 1l o1l Y 54

Call them to embrace Islam, and if they agree,
accept it from them and turn away from them.
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Then call them to leave their area and come to
areas in which the Muhajirin reside. Make known
to them that if they do this, they will have the
rights, as well as, the duties of the Muhajirin.
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If they refuse and decide to remain in their area,
make known to them that they will be just like
Muslim Bedouins, and that Allah's law applies to
them just as it does to all believers. However,
they will not have a share in the war booty or Fai'
(booty without war), unless they perform Jihad
along with Muslims.

U8l )5 T A5a) elae) Y meel Il W a
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If they refuse all of this, then call them to pay the

Jizyah, and if they accept, then take it from
them and turn away from them.

A 2 s Ll T

If they refuse all these (three) options, then trust
in Allah and fight them.
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Muslim collected this Hadith.

Allah said next,
e ) S ) (8 e o

But if they seek your help in religion, it is your duty to
help them.

Allah commands, if these Bedouins, who did not
perform Hijrah, ask you to aid them against their
enemy, then aid them. It is incumbent on you to
aid them in this case, because they are your
brothers in Islam, unless they ask you to aid
them against disbelievers with whom you have a
fixed-term treaty of peace. In that case, do not
betray your treaties or break your promises with
those whom you have treaties of peace.

RN LIVEVETPILNITI B

except against a people with whom you have a
treaty of mutual alliance;

This was reported from Ibn Abbas.
(VY) D 0y shsd Ly 40

and Allah is the All-Seer of what you do.

A8 104 0 ) i ST s 155 (il
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8:73 And those who disbelieve are allies of one
another, (and) if you (Muslims) do not do so
(protect one another), there will be Fitnah on the
earth, and great corruption.
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The Disbelievers are Allies of Each Other; the Muslims are no

Allah says;

ua,_i ;Lﬂj j)sS u.l.ﬂ\j
And those who disbelieve are allies of one another,

After Allah mentioned that the believers are the
supporters of one another, He severed all ties of
support between them and the disbelievers.

In his Mustadrak, Al-Hakim recorded that Usamah said
that the Prophet said,
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No followers of two religions inherit from each
other. Therefore, neither a Muslim inherits from a
disbeliever nor a disbeliever from a Muslim.

The Prophet recited this Ayah,
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And those who disbelieve are supporters of one
another, (and) if you (Muslims) do not do so

(protect one another), there will be Fitnah on the
earth, and great corruption.)

Al-Hakim said, "Its chain is Sahih, and they did
not record it."

However, the following, from Usamah bin Zayd, is in the
Two Sahihs; the Messenger of Allah said,
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Neither a Muslim inherits from a disbeliever nor a
disbeliever inherits from a Muslim.

Allah said next,

(YY) DS Ay =Y a4 K B Y)
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If you do not do so, there will be Fitnah and oppression
on the earth, and a great corruption,

meaning, if you do not shun the idolators and
offer your loyalty to the believers, Fitnah will
overcome the people. Then confusion (polytheism
and corruption) will be rampant, for the believers
will be mixed with disbelievers, resulting in
tremendous, widespread trials (corruption and
mischief) between people.
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8:74 And those who believed, and emigrated and
strove hard in the cause of Allah (Al-Jihad), as well
as those who gave (them) asylum and aid -- these
are the believers in truth, for them is forgiveness
and a generous provision.
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8:75 And those who believed afterwards, and

emigrated and strove hard along with you, they are
of you.
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But kindred by blood are nearer to one another

(regarding inheritance) in the decree ordained by
Allah.

Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of everything.
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Believers in Truth

Allah says;

1y 15 oty Al i 31550 1l s 1 5T (ol

(V€) S (505 S el s (5hall b il

And those who believed, and emigrated and strove hard

in the
gave (t

cause of Allah (Al-Jihad), as well as those who
hem) asylum and aid -- these are the believers in

truth, for them is forgiveness and a generous provision.

After Allah affirmed the ruling of loyalty and
protection between the believers in this life, He
then mentioned their destination in the Hereafter.
Allah also affirmed the faith of the believers, just
as mentioned in the beginning of this Surah, and
that He will reward them with forgiveness and by
erasing their sins, if they have any. He also
promised them honorable provisions that are
abundant, pure, everlasting and eternal;
provisions that never end or run out, nor will they
ever cause boredom, for they are delightful and
come in great varieties.

i T 1 s TS 5 e |5 0

And those who believed afterwards, and emigrated and
strove hard along with you, they are of you.

Allah then mentioned that those who follow the
path of the believers in faith and performing good
deeds, will be with them in the Hereafter.

Just as Allah said,
SED ST AP
And the foremost to embrace Islam... (9:100),
until the end of the Ayah.
He also said,
anday (e | ela (il
And those who came after them ... (59:10)
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A Hadith that is in the Two Sahihs, which is Mutawatir
and has several authentic chains of narrations, mentions
that the Messenger of Allah said,

el QA ¢y
One will be in the company of those whom he
loves.
Another Hadith states,
i 3 A Ll e
He who loves a people is one of them,

and in another narration, he said,
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...will be gathered with them (on the Day of
Resurrection).

Inheritance is for Designated Degrees of Relatives|

Allah said,
RRP| REFpg T ATR P P VIS PR ENG R L PO

But kindred by blood are nearer to one another
(regarding inheritance) in the decree ordained by Allah,

meaning, in Allah's decision.

This Ayah encompasses all relatives, not only the
degrees of relative who do not have a fixed, designated
share in the inheritance, as some people claim and use
this Ayah to argue.

According to Ibn Abbas, Mujahid, Ikrimah, Al-Hasan,
Qatadah and several others, this Ayah abrogated
inheriting from those with whom one had ties of treaties
or brotherhood, as was the case in the beginning of
Islam. So it applies to all relatives, and as for those who
do not inherit, then this is supported by the Hadith,
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Indeed Allah had allotted every right to the one
who deserves it, so there may be no will for an
heir.

Therefore, this Ayah also includes those who have a
fixed share of inheritance. Allah knows best.

(Vo) pde s b S all T ..
Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of everything.

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Al-Anfal, all praise and
thanks are for Allah, in Him we trust, and He is sufficient for us,
what an excellent supporter He is.
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